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At Lyric, you’ll be amazed, replenished, 
and inspired with must-see, must-hear live 
experiences. Through the timeless power of 
voice, acting that brings characters to life in 
triumph and tragedy, the splendor of a great 
orchestra and chorus — coupled with theater, 
dance, design, and truly magical stagecraft 
— Lyric is devoted to immersing audiences 
in worlds both familiar and unexpected, 
creating shared experiences that resonate 
long after the curtain comes down.
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Welcome 
to your Lyric

John Mangum 
General Director, 
President & CEO

Enrique Mazzola  
Music Director 
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From the Chair and 
the General Director

The opening of the opera season is always a celebratory time — but it’s fair to say that we are even more 
excited than usual this year, as we present Sir David McVicar’s riveting production of Luigi Cherubini’s 
Medea, the first time this late-18th century masterpiece has been seen on our stage. A Lyric coproduction 
with the Canadian Opera Company, Greek National Opera, and the Metropolitan Opera, McVicar’s bold take 
makes its long-awaited debut here after thrilling audiences in those other houses. 
	 A company like Lyric only revives a work like Medea when we have the right protagonist leading the 
cast. Cherubini could have composed the work for international superstar and Chicago native Sondra 
Radvanovsky — it’s that great a fit. Long a favorite with Lyric audiences, she returns to our stage after 
her triumph in The Puccini Heroines last season; a recording of that performance is slated for release on 

Pentatone early next year. Her Medea adds to the list of 
legendary assumptions here at Lyric, among them Aïda 
(2011/12), Anna Bolena (2014/15), Norma (2016/17), and 
Lady Macbeth (2021/22).
        Her Giasone is the great tenor Matthew Polenzani, an 
esteemed alumnus of The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan 
Opera Center, with a much-lauded international career. 
He has sung 15 roles at Lyric since 1995/96, most recently 
the title role in Idomeneo (2018/19) and Nadir in The 
Pearl Fishers (2017/18); he was heard here last as soloist in 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony under Sir Andrew Davis. 
        Our Music Director, Maestro Enrique Mazzola, will 
lead our superb Lyric Opera Orchestra and the Lyric Opera 

Chorus, directed by Michael Black. Mazzola, now entering his fifth season as the company’s music director 
(just the third in our history), returns to the Lyric stage after a summer that included important debuts at 
the Grand Teton and Aspen Music Festivals, as well as performances of Massenet’s Werther at the Deutsche 
Oper Berlin.
	 This gathering of forces is made possible by you, our beloved Lyric family. Opera is thriving here in 
Chicago, as we bring beloved classics to the stage this season alongside experiences featuring voices new to 
opera. We also can present a work such as Medea, on McVicar’s grand scale and with a cast that would be the 
envy of any opera house in the world, thanks to you being here and supporting us. We trust you’ll enjoy the 
performance, and we hope it is just the first of many transporting times we will spend together this season. 

JOHN MANGUM
General Director, President & CEO, 
The Women’s Board Endowed Chair 

SYLVIA NEIL
Chair of the Board 

Welcome to Lyric Opera of Chicago!
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A Rare Gift

Enrique Mazzola, Penelope Steiner, Sylvia Neil, and John Mangum celebrate onstage, with the Steiner Parquet in the background. Ja
c
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Patrons seated on the main floor of the Lyric Opera House 
will henceforward find themselves on what is now called the 
Steiner Parquet — a new moniker in honor of an extraordinary 
$25 million gift from the Robert and Penelope Steiner Family 
Foundation. Here, a conversation with the force behind that 
transformational donation, Penelope Steiner — chair of the Enrique 
Circle, longtime subscriber, philanthropist, Vice Chair of the Board 
of Directors, and, perhaps above all, a true opera aficionado.
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You’ve spoken before about falling in love with 
opera when you were in Rome as a college student. 
How did that come about?
I was at Mundelein College, which eventually became 
part of Loyola. I had been accepted at other colleges that 
I couldn’t afford, so I went to a city school so I could work 
and save money. I had decided when I was about 11 or 
12 years old — and nobody did it at that time — that I 
wanted to go to school in Europe. That was my fantasy, 
but achievable; at the conclusion of my freshman year, 
I applied and was accepted at the Sorbonne. In Paris, I 
would have had to live with a family. That was not part of 
my plan; with further research I discovered that Loyola 
University had just opened a student 
program in Rome where attendees 
lived in a dormitory.

That’s rather bold for the ’60s, 
isn’t it?
I had worked hard, going to summer 
school, and was academically a 
year ahead of myself; in Rome, the 
unknown beckoned. I thought, I’m 
free. I’m going to savor everything 
Italian. I took history of art and studied 
its iconic masters — Michelangelo, 
da Vinci, Titian; my love of literature 
(especially Shakespeare) led to other 
literary giants — Primo Levi, Pier Paolo 
Pasolini, Umberto Eco. Opera, an unknown entity, but 
sung by every taxi driver, had to be tasted, with a group 
of friends, sitting in the highest rafters of the Rome Opera 
House. I went, and it changed my life.
 
And that was La Bohème.
My first opera. My friend [and Lyric Board chair] Sylvia 
Neil and I talk about it. She saw Pavarotti as Rodolfo. I 
haven’t the faintest idea who sang the role for me. There 
were no titles, just pure unadulterated glory. I thought, 
This is the greatest art form, bar none. I still feel that way.

And you have been trying to pass that along.
My children don’t have much interest. I do have a little 
bit of hope because my youngest grandson, who turned 
two in September, came to Explore Your Lyric day back 
in April. He was on his mom’s lap watching Frida Kahlo 
and the Bravest Girl in the World. He sat there, transfixed. 
He did not want to leave. So I thought, Maybe… maybe it 
skipped a generation.

But — and this is putting it mildly — you’re very 
interested in the future of the art form.
Well, this is part of the reason for my gift. My donation 
will last longer than I will. A few years ago, I hosted a 
dinner with Enrique Mazzola and the leadership of Lyric. 
As we were all talking, I had an epiphany. I thought, We 
have the perfect concoction. We have everything that we 
need to be the greatest opera house in the world — except 
for money. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if these people could 
actualize their dreams without worrying about a budget 
or cutting things down or whatever? The next day, I called 
Enrique, and I gave a major contribution. Nothing like I 
did recently, but I still feel this way. I’m very happy with 

what’s been happening at Lyric. It’s 
a wonderful family. We’ve been at 
the forefront of breaking down the 
barriers; to me it’s been monumental.

Bohème makes for a good start, 
clearly. Did you become a Puccini 
fan?
I love Puccini. I love Verdi, too, and 
because of Enrique, have a deeper 
appreciation of Verdi’s  prodigiousness. 
I love Wagner. I love Beethoven’s 
one opera, and [Lyric Chief Artistic 
Officer] Matthew Ozawa’s Fidelio was 
completely brilliant, and his Butterfly 
defies conventions. Donizetti’s operas — 

they’re easy on the ear. But I am totally non-discriminatory. 
When I came back to Chicago and was still in school, a 
friend who is Italian and I subscribed, at the lowest level, to 
Lyric; I have never missed a season since the late ‘70s.

You really like everything?
I recently got back from a trip to Aix-en-Provence, for 
their opera festival, and we saw five operas, including an 
edgy Don Giovanni which I admired. A couple of them 
I know I will never, ever see again. But we also saw Ian 
Rucker, a recent graduate of the Ryan Opera Center, 
starring in a new Billy Budd. Benjamin Britten must have 
conjured Ian as the ultimate Billy Budd. Ian was thrilled 
with his fans from the Ryan Opera Center, cheering his 
overwhelming and powerful interpretation.

So there are high points always mixed in.
I have to say, I often like the operas where everyone else 
has left. I like anything that’s innovative and different. 
I never leave, even when others have exited; my addiction 
is certifiable!

Ky
le

 F
lu

b
a

c
ke

r



	

Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  14

You have other passions too, like movie reviewing.
I’ve been reviewing films on my website Peneflix for 
almost 20 years, and it requires a tremendous amount of 
work and thought. Not just going to the movies but writing 
about them. I realized with my extra commitments, not 
only to the opera, that I was spreading myself too thin, so 
I am on sabbatical until the commencement of the Chicago 
International Film Festival in October. Like Lyric, film 
touches everyone; the genre is embracive of all cultures 
and broadens horizons.

What are some of your other major activities?
For 25 years, I gave museum tours, first at the Art Institute, 
and then at the Museum of Contemporary Art. I have 
a traditional art history background — and I relish the 
Art Institute of Chicago, but the MCA focuses on the 
contemporary, the tools used by the young to create their 
works. I was head of the volunteers the last year the MCA 
was on Ontario, and the first year in the new building. 
The Newberry Library is also a passion.
	 My husband, Robert, was a very poor boy, a Damon 
Runyon character. He was an entrepreneur at five years 
old; he ran a library lending his comic books. He won a 
myriad of scholarships. He was so ahead of his time.  
We were true partners, respecting our individual passions. 
We felt that to whom much is given, much is expected. 
His number one charity, which of course is one of mine, was 

At Lyric’s 2024 gala, Penelope Steiner hit the dance floor with daughter 
Nicole Steiner, daughter-in-law Sara Anstoetter, and son Robert Steiner.
Right: Penelope and Robert on their wedding day.

the Posse Foundation, which finds promising high school 
students and gives full-tuition scholarships for college.

The Foundation’s gift to Lyric is really an 
extraordinary legacy for both of you.
I would love for someone to give more than I. And I’ve 
got some people in mind! I would be their number one 
cheerleader. I have had my “15 minutes;” I’m dying for 
someone to knock me off the pedestal. I did it because 
opera speaks to my soul. It’s personal. I like the whole 
drama, and the catharsis that goes with every opera.  
Lyric holds the major real estate in my heart.  
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Sondra Radvanovsky and 
Matthew Polenzani in Medea 
at the Metropolitan Opera.

Euripides’s millennia-old tragedy of infidelity and revenge

comes to life — and gruesome death — in this presentation

of acclaimed director Sir David McVicar’s iconic, grand-scale

production.

Featuring Lyric’s own Music Director Enrique Mazzola

on the podium, this intense spectacle stars international

powerhouse soprano Sondra Radvanovsky in one of the

fiercest, most demanding roles ever written. She shares the

stage with equally formidable tenor — and Lyric favorite —

Matthew Polenzani.

Medea dials the drama up to 11, bringing new meaning to

“blood and thunder” as it tantalizes hardcore opera lovers

and leaves new audiences glued to the edge of their seats.
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Medea
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Medea
Lyric premiere and new coproduction

Music by Luigi Cherubini | Opera in three acts in Italian

Libretto by François-Benoît Hoffman | Italian translation by Carlo Zangarini

Based on Euripides’s Medea and Pierre Corneille’s play Médée.

October 11, 14, 17, 20, 23m and 26m, 2025

CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF VOCAL APPEARANCE
Glauce 	 Elena Villalón+

Giasone	 Matthew Polenzani••

Creonte 	 Alfred Walker
Captain of the Guard 	 Christopher Humbert, Jr. •
First Handmaiden 	 Emily Richter•
Second Handmaiden 	 Camille Robles•

Medea	 Sondra Radvanovsky
Neris	 Zoie Reams

Conductor	 Enrique Mazzola
Director & Set Designer	 Sir David McVicar
Costume Designer	 Doey Lüthi+
Original Lighting Designer	 Paule Constable
Revival Lighting Designers	 Clare O’Donoghue+ 
		  Chris Maravich
Projection Designer	 S. Katy Tucker
Assistant Set Designer	 Hannah Postlethwaite+

Chorus Director	 Michael Black
Movement Director	 Jo Meredith+

Wig & Makeup Designer	 John Metzner
Associate Director	 Jonathon Loy 
Assistant Director	 Jordan Lee Braun
Stage Manager	 Rachel A. Tobias
Stage Band Conductor	 Tess Jackson
Musical Preparation	 William C. Billingham
		  Susan Hult Miller
		  Jerad Mosbey
		  Marika Yasuda
Prompter	 Susan Hult Miller
Revival Fight Director	 Sean Michael Chin
Fight & Intimacy Director	 Andrew Rathgeber
Projected English Titles	 Christopher Bergen

First performed at the Théâtre Feydeau, Paris on March 13, 1797.
First performed by Lyric Opera of Chicago on October 11, 2025.

	 +	 Lyric debut
	 •	Current Member, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
	••	Alumnus, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center

Actors	
Niaimani Cooper-Parker, Mikala Curless, 
Jackson Dougherty , Emerson Elias, Adam Fane, 
Lizzy Lewis, Kirk Osgood, Zac Richey, Alex Rodriguez, 
Bob Romay, Brett Sweeney, Michael Saubert

Children Actors
Lydia Sokolova, Helena Sokolova, Rita Murtagh



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  20

To regain his birthright, the kingdom of Iolcus, stolen from him by his half 
brother, Pelias, the hero Jason has sailed in his ship, the Argo, to the distant land 
of Colchos in search of the fabled Golden Fleece. There he met and fell in love 
with Medea, daughter of King Aeetes and a sorceress. She betrays her family 
and helps him to steal the fleece. To stall the pursuit of Aeetes and his army, she 
has killed her own brother, and she and Jason have sailed for Iolcus. During the 
long journey, Jason has married Medea and she has borne him two sons. Pelias 
has refused to relinquish the throne and Medea has used her magic arts to kill 
him. Pursued by Pelias’ son Acastus, they have fled in the Argo for Corinth — but 
Jason has abandoned Medea on the journey. Arriving in Corinth with his sons, 
Jason has fallen in love with Glauce, daughter of King Creon. In return for the 
fleece, Creon has arranged the marriage of Jason and Glauce.

ACT I,  The Palace of Creon 
Glauce is being prepared for her wedding but is tortured by fear of Medea’s 
vengeance. Jason and Creon try to calm her, and Jason orders his crew of 
Argonauts to lay the Golden Fleece at her feet as a token of his love and 
protection. The sight of it frightens her even more and she senses Medea’s 
approach. As the court celebrates the wedding, a stranger arrives at the gates. 
It is Medea, who has found her way to Corinth. She claims Jason and threatens 
Glauce. Creon orders her to leave his kingdom and the court rushes away. 
Medea pleads with Jason to return to her but he refuses. Medea swears revenge.

ACT II, Outside the City Gates
Neris, Medea’s confidant, warns her that a mob is baying for her blood. Creon 
arrives with his soldiers to force her to leave Corinth but Medea begs for one 
single day more. Against his will Creon agrees but warns her she will die if she 
stays beyond this time. Neris weeps over Medea’s bitter fate. Jason arrives and 
Medea asks him to let her see her children one more time before she leaves. 
He is moved by her entreaties and agrees. Medea orders Neris to send a golden 
robe and a diadem as a wedding gift to Glauce, but at that moment they hear 
praying inside the temple as the marriage is celebrated. Medea prays to the dark 
gods to aid her revenge.

INTERMISSION

ACT III, Outside the Temple
As a thunderstorm breaks, Neris delivers Medea’s gifts to Glauce. Medea plans 
to kill her two sons but when Neris returns with the children, she is unable to 
raise the dagger, embracing her sons in tears. She tells Neris that the gifts for 
Glauce are cursed with powerful magic and will kill her the moment she puts 
the robe and diadem on. Neris begs her to be satisfied with this act of vengeance 
and to spare her children. Medea agrees and orders Neris to take her sons into 
the temple for their own protection. Left alone, Medea is torn between her love 
for her sons and her desire to punish Jason. She hears sounds of lamentation 
inside the palace as Glauce dies an agonizing death, poisoned by Medea’s gifts. 
The sorceress is now determined to complete her vengeance and goes into the 
temple, knife in hand. A crowd gathers outside, demanding Medea’s death. 
Jason rushes in, desperately searching for his sons. Neris runs from the temple 
and warns him of Medea’s murderous intent. The doors of the temple open and 
Medea emerges to confront him, covered in her children’s blood. Jason falls to 
the ground in despair as the temple goes up in flames.  

PRODUCTION SPONSORS 
Lisbeth Stiffel 
Julie & Roger Baskes
Marlys A. Beider
Patricia A. Kenney & 
   Gregory J. O’Leary

Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner 

Family Foundation+
Mary Stowell+
Zell Family Foundation+
+ Enrique Circle members

A coproduction of Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
the Metropolitan Opera, Greek National 
Opera, and Canadian Opera Company.

Lyric Opera of Chicago gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the 
NIB Foundation Italian Opera Endowed 
Chair. 

Additional Costumes by Das Gewand, 
Krostyne Studio, Uber Costume, 
Austin Pettinger, and Jan Dieckmann.

English titles by Christopher Bergen, 
courtesy of the Metropolitan Opera.

Cherubini’s Medea (Critical edition by 
Flavio Testi). By arrangement with Hendon 
Music, Inc., a Boosey & Hawkes company,
Sole Agent in the U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico for Casa Ricordi/Universal Music 
Publishing Ricordi S.R.L., publisher and 
copyright owner.

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its 
Official Airline, United Airlines.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
This production will be performed 
with one intermission. 
Acts I & II	 1 hour 40 minutes
Intermission	 30 minutes
Act III 	 35 minutes
TOTAL	 2 hours 45 minutes

LYRIC’S 2025/26 PRESENTING 
SEASON SPONSOR:
The Robert and Penelope 
   Steiner Family Foundation

Synopsis
	 TIME AND PLACE | Ancient Corinth
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Medea and Jason: 
Operatic Fire and Fury  
Taking on the roles of this ill-fated duo requires full dramatic 
commitment and utterly world-class talent.
By Dr. Justin Vickers

Sondra Radvanovsky as Medea Ja
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The operatic canon abounds with character pairings 
who fascinate aficionado and newcomer alike: Alfredo and 
Violetta. Edgardo and Lucia. Lucrezia and Gennaro. Mimi 
and Rodolfo. Pollione and Norma. Tristan and Isolde.
	 Luigi Cherubini’s Medea (Médée), first performed in 
Paris in 1797, offers another blazing example: Medea and 
Jason.
	 At its premiere, audiences encountered a work of 
startling dramatic ambition: an ancient Greek tragedy 
recast for the Revolutionary era, with a heroine whose 
betrayal, fury, and vengeance burn at a white-hot pitch. 
At the center stand two roles that demand extraordinary 
voices and actors capable of matching one another in 
emotional intensity and psychological depth. Medea 
occupies a singular place in the operatic canon: a work 
at once steeped in 18th-century formalism and charged 
with proto-Romantic intensity. The drama demands 
that Medea and Jason embody one of antiquity’s most 
unsettling myths — the betrayed sorceress who turns 
her wrath against her unfaithful lover by murdering 
their children. For performers, these roles are as much 
emotional crucibles as they are vocal tests.
	 Cherubini could not have imagined that the opera 
would wait more than a century and a half before 
reentering the repertoire in earnest. It came into modern 
prominence in the 20th century largely through the 
force of Maria Callas, whose searing portrayals from 
Florence in 1953 onward redefined the tragic heroine. 
Callas’s Jason was often sung by Canadian tenor Jon 
Vickers, whose virile instrument and intense stage 
presence made him an ideal foil. Together, they created 
a harrowing balance: Callas embodying Medea’s 
volcanic emotional extremes, Vickers projecting Jason’s 
flawed heroism and brittle authority. Their partnership 
demonstrated that these roles require not only vocal 
stamina but also dramatic parity, since the opera hinges 
on the confrontation of two formidable personalities.

The Soprano’s Crucible: Medea
The role of Medea is among the most punishing in the 
soprano repertoire. It demands sheer vocal power to 
cut through Cherubini’s dense orchestration, flexibility 
to manage abrupt changes of mood, and stamina for an 
evening that rarely allows the heroine to leave the stage. 
Cherubini’s writing oscillates between long, declamatory 
passages — where the soprano must sustain dramatic 
momentum without the relief of florid melody — and 
moments of searing lyricism that require a bel canto 
sense of line.
	 The challenge is not only technical. Medea must 
embody a staggering range of emotions: the grief of 
betrayal, the humiliation of abandonment, the cunning 

of a sorceress plotting revenge, and the unimaginable 
horror of filicide. The singer must command the stage as 
a tragic actress while never letting the vocal line falter. 
This dual demand — vocally heroic and theatrically 
devastating — explains why Medea has been associated 
with only a handful of truly legendary sopranos.
	 Callas remains the touchstone. Beginning with 
her 1953 Florence performances under Vittorio Gui, 
Callas fused her incisive declamation and penetrating 
timbre with an unparalleled dramatic instinct. She 
transformed Medea from an antiquarian curiosity into 
a modern psychological drama, capable of electrifying 
post-war audiences. For Callas, the role became a 
signature, and her portrayals with conductors such as 
Leonard Bernstein and colleagues such as Jon Vickers 
demonstrated the role’s potential to devastate and 
enthrall in equal measure.

Matthew Polenzani Fa
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	 But Callas was not alone. Magda Olivero, famed for 
her longevity and incandescent theatricality, brought 
Medea an Italianate warmth that made the character’s 
anguish almost unbearable in its humanity. Montserrat 
Caballé, with her seamless legato and gleaming top, 
reimagined Medea less as a raw tragedienne than as 
a noble figure undone by betrayal, her purity of tone 
making her final acts of vengeance all the more chilling. 
Later interpreters such as Anna Caterina Antonacci 
and Jennifer Larmore have stressed the role’s dramatic 
immediacy, balancing declamation with vocal clarity, 
each finding ways to harness Cherubini’s difficult 
tessitura for modern audiences.

Jason: A Tenor’s Test of Authority
If Medea is the opera’s flaming 
center, Jason can never be merely 
her shadow. His role, though often 
underestimated, requires both noble 
phrasing and heroic projection, along 
with the ability to reveal weakness and duplicity. The 
tessitura lies high, demanding brilliance at the top and 
weight in the middle voice. Dramatically, Jason is no 
cardboard villain but a flawed hero whose betrayal 
precipitates catastrophe.
	 Historically, Jason has been most successful when 
embodied by a tenor of commanding presence. Jon 
Vickers, opposite Callas, offered a Jason of granite — 
vocally stentorian, dramatically unyielding. His very 
severity amplified the inevitability of Medea’s revenge. 
Mario del Monaco, in Italian productions, brought raw 
power and a heroic timbre that matched sopranos like 
Olivero in sheer vocal amplitude. Giuseppe Giacomini, 
a frequent partner to Caballé, found dignity and lyricism 
in Jason’s lines, offering a balance between grandeur 
and pathos. More recently, Roberto Alagna has offered 
Jason as a man seduced by political advantage, his 
elegant French style tempering the character’s brutality.

	 Jason, then, is not a passive counterpart. The tenor 
who sings the role must provide a genuine obstacle to 
Medea’s domination of the stage. Only when Jason is 
sung with equal conviction does Cherubini’s tragedy 
become a true confrontation of wills, rather than a 
soprano star vehicle.

The Alchemy of Partnership 
Cherubini’s opera rises or falls on the chemistry 
between its soprano and tenor. Medea is not merely 
the story of a woman’s descent into vengeance; it 
is the story of a couple’s collapse, played out with 

shattering consequences. The most 
memorable productions have been 
those in which Medea and Jason 
are evenly matched — two singers 
capable of igniting sparks in every 
confrontation.

The Callas–Vickers partnership is 
often remembered as definitive because it captured this 
volatile balance: Callas’s sorcery set against Vickers’s 
uncompromising strength. Olivero and del Monaco 
embodied verismo intensity, their voices clashing with 
visceral impact. Caballé and Giacomini, by contrast, 
found nobility and grandeur, shaping the opera 
into a more dignified, almost classical tragedy. Each 
partnership reveals how the opera can be tilted toward 
psychological realism, verismo fire, or neoclassical 
restraint.

Now Playing — at Lyric 
Into this storied lineage step Sondra Radvanovsky and 
Matthew Polenzani.
	 Radvanovsky has long been celebrated for her 
expansive Verdi portrayals and for her command of roles 
that demand both vocal brilliance and emotional depth. 
Her voice combines radiant upper registers with a 

For Maria Callas, 
the role became 
a signature...

Jon Vickers 
offered a Jason 
of granite...

Maria Callas and Jon Vickers in Medea. 
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strong dramatic core, enabling her to sustain Cherubini’s 
declamation without strain while still offering moments 
of ravishing lyricism. She brings to Medea not only 
technical stamina but also a rare ability to inhabit 
a character’s psyche, to reveal both the wounded 
humanity and the terrifying extremity of a woman 
driven to unimaginable revenge.
	 Polenzani, one of the most admired American tenors 
of his generation, has built his reputation on elegance, 
clarity, and dramatic sincerity in repertory from Mozart 
to French grand opera. In recent years he has expanded 
into roles of greater heft, his timbre acquiring a heroic 
ring that never loses its lyric beauty. As Jason, he brings 
both dignity and vulnerability, making the character 
more than a foil for Medea’s rage. His Jason is capable 
of grandeur, but also of the moral weakness that makes 
Cherubini’s tragedy so devastating.
	 Together, Radvanovsky and Polenzani promise 
a partnership that will balance fire and nobility, rage 
and lyricism. Their collaboration situates Lyric’s Medea 
firmly within the historical continuum of great soprano–
tenor pairings, while offering something uniquely their 
own: two American singers, each at the height of an 
international career, uniting to take on one of opera’s 
most formidable challenges.

The Tragic Confrontation 
Medea endures as one of opera’s most unflinching 
examinations of betrayal and revenge. At its core is not 
only the story of an abandoned woman, but the story of 
a partnership destroyed, a bond corrupted by ambition 
and faithlessness. Cherubini’s score leaves no room for 
compromise: the soprano must embody the searing extremes 
of Medea’s character, the tenor must hold his ground as 
Jason, and together they must ignite the fatal spark.
	 From Callas and Vickers to Radvanovsky and 
Polenzani, singers who undertake these roles enter a 
lineage of artistic courage. They place themselves in 
a crucible where vocal technique, dramatic instinct, 
and emotional truth are tested at the highest level. For 
audiences at Lyric Opera of Chicago, the result will be an 
encounter not only with Cherubini’s ravishing music, 
but with the timeless human drama it conveys: the 
perilous collision of love, betrayal, and vengeance 
between two voices locked in an operatic wildfire.   

Dr. Justin Vickers is Distinguished Professor of Music 
at Illinois State University. As editor of the forthcoming 
Childhood and the Operatic Imaginary since 1900 
(Oxford University Press, 2026), Vickers writes about 
Benjamin Britten’s children’s operas. 

Left: Montserrat Caballé as Medea, 
in the Roman Theatre of Merida in 1989.

Right: Roberto Alagna brought an elegance
to the role of Jason.
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Moulin de la Galette by Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, 1889
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Artist profiles
SONDRA RADVANOVSKY 
MEDEA
Previously at Lyric: Nine roles since 2002/03, 
most recently Lady Macbeth/Macbeth 
(2021/22) and Lisa/The Queen of Spades 
(2019/20). 

Highlights this season for the renowned soprano include the title 
role in Tosca at Teatro di San Carlo, the Opéra National de Paris, 
and Slovenia’s Ljubljana Festival, and Turandot at the Bayerische 
Staatsoper. In concert, she joins the American Symphony Orchestra 
for a Christmas Night Opera Gala at Carnegie Hall, and appears 
alongside tenor Freddie De Tommaso at the Teatro di San Carlo 
for a program of works by Verdi, Puccini, and Mascagni. She will 
also perform songs and arias in recital at the Palau de la Música in 
Barcelona, accompanied by pianist Vincenzo Scalera. Highlights 
from last season include Tosca at Deutsche Oper Berlin and the 
Metropolitan Opera, Odabella in Attila in concert at the Teatro Real, 
Maddalena di Coigny in Andrea Chenier at Deutsche Oper Berlin, 
and the title role in Turandot at London’s Royal Ballet and Opera. 
She also embarked on a ten-city European concert tour with tenor 
Piotr Beczała, singing arias and duets from various operas. Last 
season at Lyric, she sang The Puccini Heroines, a program slated 
for release next year on Pentatone Records, which also recorded 
her 2019/20 program at Lyric featuring Donizetti’s “Three Queens:” 
Anna Bolena, Maria Stuarda, and Elisabetta in Roberto Devereux. 
Radvanovsky’s debut album Verdi Arias was released in 2010 on 
the Delos label, followed in 2011 by a CD of Verdi opera scenes 
with her frequent artistic partner, the late Dmitri Hvorostovsky. 
Recent highlights of her discography include the release of 
Warner Classics’s new recording of Turandot, accompanied by the 
Orchestra and Chorus of the Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia 
under the baton of Antonio Pappano.

MATTHEW POLENZANI 
GIASONE
Previously at Lyric: 15 roles since 1995/96, 
most recently the title role/Idomeneo (2018/19) 
and Nadir/The Pearl Fishers (2017/18).

This season, the distinguished American tenor and Ryan Opera 
Center alumnus returns to the Metropolitan Opera for two 
productions, in the role of Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly and 
as Don José in Carmen, a role he reprises later this season at 
Teatro alla Scala. Among other highlights at Lyric, he sang 
Duke/Rigoletto (2017/18) and Tamino/The Magic Flute (2016/17). 
Polenzani begins the new year in Budapest, with performances 
of Verdi’s Requiem at MUPA, followed by his role debut as 
Riccardo in Un ballo in maschera at the Opéra Bastille. He will 

appear in Werther at Barcelona’s Gran Teatro del Liceu, before 
appearing as Florestan in Fidelio at the Bavarian State Opera in 
Munich. Highlights of last season include a series of favored title 
roles: Werther at the Wiener Staatsoper, and Mozart’s Idomeneo 
in a new San Francisco Opera production directed by Lindy 
Hume. He sang Maurizio in Adriana Lecouvreur at Teatro Real 
de Madrid and Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly at Gran Teatro 
del Liceu. He returned to the Met as Rodolfo in La Bohème, 
and he joined Gianandrea Noseda and the National Symphony 
Orchestra as Anatol in Barber’s Vanessa. His season also included 
recital appearances with pianist Julius Drake at the Hungarian 
State Opera and Oper Frankfurt, as well as a concert debut of 
Schubert’s Schwanengesang with the Chamber Music Society. 
Polenzani was the recipient of the 2004 Richard Tucker Award, the 
Metropolitan Opera’s 2008 Beverly Sills Artist Award, and a 2017 
Opera News Award, among numerous other accolades.

ELENA VILLALÓN
GLAUCE  
Lyric debut

This season, the Cuban American soprano 
makes a series of company debuts including 

Dalinda in Ariodante at the Royal Opera House, Pamina in Die 
Zauberflöte at Opéra de Bordeaux, and Fiorilla in Il turco in 
Italia at the Glyndebourne Festival. On the concert platform, she 
joins the Los Angeles Philharmonic for concerts of Beethoven’s 
Egmont arias under the baton of Gustavo Dudamel and Mozart 
Requiem at the Hollywood Bowl lead by James Gaffigan. Other 
concert highlights include Haydn’s Paukenmesse at the Wiener 
Konzerthaus. Recent highlights include a solo recital debut at 
Carnegie Hall with pianist Craig Terry, returns to the Metropolitan 
Opera as Nuria in the premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s Ainadamar 
and to Santa Fe Opera as Gilda in Rigoletto, a role debut as 
Almirena/Rinaldo at Detroit Opera, and title role in Rodelinda, 
Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro, and Sophie in Der Rosenkavalier, 
all at Oper Frankfurt. Winner of the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions and several prizes at the Hans Gabor Belvedere 
Competition, Villalón’s other recent engagements include house 
and role debuts at The Dallas Opera as Tina/Flight and Gretel/
Hansel und Gretel, at Austin Opera as Susanna/Le nozze di 
Figaro, and Nannetta/Falstaff with the Santa Fe Opera, as well 
as continued collaborations with Houston Grand Opera, where 
she performed Susanna, created the role of Amy in the world 
premiere of The Snowy Day, and debuted the role of Juliette/
Roméo et Juliette. 
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ZOIE REAMS
NERIS
Previously at Lyric: Five roles since 2018/19, 
most recently The Mother/Blue and 
Maddalena/Rigoletto (both 2024/25). 
 

This season’s engagements for the American mezzo-soprano 
include Maddalena/Rigoletto at the Canadian Opera Company, 
Siegrune/Die Walküre Act III with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
and Beethoven’s 9th Symphony with the Boston Symphony. Other 
recent engagements include Neris/Medea at Canadian Opera 
Company, Solange Knowles’s El Dorado Ballroom with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, Erika/Vanessa at Spoleto Festival USA, Dinah/
Trouble in Tahiti and Autumn/Service Provider at Minnesota Opera, 
and her debut at the Salzburg Festival as Doubtful Old Lady/Sergei 
Prokofiev’s The Gambler. Other recent highlights include Mandane/
Idaspe at Quantum Theatre, Beggar Woman/Sweeney Todd at 
Austin Opera, Lily in the Metropolitan Opera’s Porgy and Bess, Jane 
in Cincinnati Opera’s Castor and Patience, the title role/Carmen 
(Opéra Louisiane, Minnesota Opera), Margret/Wozzeck (Des Moines 
Metro Opera), Bruckner’s Te Deum (Houston Symphony Orchestra) 
and Bernstein’s Symphony No. 1: Jeremiah (Staatstheater Cottbus 
Philharmonic Orchestra). She has also been heard as Maddalena/
Rigoletto (Wolf Trap Opera, Houston Grand Opera, Theater Basel), in 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 (National Symphony Orchestra), and 
in Handel’s Messiah (Las Vegas Philharmonic, Washington National 
Cathedral). An alumna of the Houston Grand Opera Studio, Reams 
appeared in HGO productions of La traviata, Elektra, West Side 
Story, Nixon in China, and in world premieres of Jake Heggie’s It’s a 
Wonderful Life and Laura Kaminsky’s Some Light Emerges.

ALFRED WALKER 
CREONTE
Previously at Lyric: Don Fernando/Fidelio 
(2024/25), Father/Hansel and Gretel (2022/23).

This season, the bass-baritone returns to the 
Metropolitan Opera as Porgy in Porgy and Bess. He also sings Scarpia 
in Tosca with both Glyndebourne Opera and Florentine Opera, and 
sings Jochanaan in Salome with Cincinnati Opera. Last season he 
joined the Met for further performances of Enobarbus in Adams’s 
Antony and Cleopatra, New Orleans Opera for the High Priest of 
Dagon in Samson et Dalila, joined Bard Summerscape for the King 
in Smetena’s Dalibor and the Man in a Helmet in Julietta. He joined 
the Philadelphia Orchestra for Verdi’s Requiem, and sang Porgy in 
the suite from Porgy and Bess with the Cologne Philharmonie. He 
recently sang Enobarbus in the European premiere of John Adams’ 
Antony and Cleopatra with Gran Teatre del Liceu and Orest in 
Elektra with Dallas Opera, and returned to the Metropolitan Opera 
for Frere Laurant in Roméo et Juiliette and Rambaldo in La rondine. 
Other recent highlights include San Francisco Opera as Enobarbus 
in the world premiere of John Adams’ Antony and Cleopatra, the 
Metropolitan Opera as Masetto in Don Giovanni, Detroit Opera for 
Amonasro in Aida, and a return to Bard Summerscape for the title 
role in Saint-Saëns’ Henry VIII. He also sang Rachmaninoff’s The Bells 
with the LA Philharmonic under Gustavo Dudamel, and joined the 
Boston Philharmonic for Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9.

EMILY RICHTER
FIRST HANDMAIDEN 
Previously at Lyric: First Peasant Girl/
The Marriage of Figaro (2024/25).

The second-year Ryan Opera Center soprano 
from Arlington, Virginia, was a national winner of the 2024 
Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition. In the summer of 2025, 
she was in residence at the Aix-en-Provence Festival Académie. She 
recently completed two years as a Resident Artist with Pittsburgh 
Opera. Role highlights during her tenure include the title role/
Iphigénie en Tauride, Countess/Le nozze di Figaro, Ma/Proving 
Up, and Ginevra/Ariodante. In the 2023/24 Season, she made her 
Messiah debut with the Seattle Symphony and her Verdi Requiem 
debut with the Westmoreland Symphony. Richter has spent her 
summers as an apprentice artist at Santa Fe Opera, Central City 
Opera, and the Seagle Festival. She holds a Master’s Degree from 
McGill’s Schulich School of Music and a Bachelor’s of Music in 
Vocal Performance from Lawrence University. Future engagements 
include her debut with Opéra National de Paris. Emily Richter is 
sponsored by Lead Sponsor The C.G. Pinnell Family and cosponsors 
Amy & Paul Carbone and Susan M. Miller.

CAMILLE ROBLES
SECOND HANDMAIDEN 
Lyric debut 

A first-year Ryan Opera Center member, the 
mezzo-soprano from San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

was a Jan Miller Studio Artist at Pensacola Opera for the 2024/25 
Season. While there, she covered the role of Cherubino/Le nozze 
di Figaro and performed the Dolphin in the world premiere of 
Mato and the Bear Who Couldn’t Fish. This season at Lyric, she will 
appear also in Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci and El último sueño 
de Frida y Diego. Previously, she was invited to the Aspen Music 
Festival as a Fellowship Artist for two summers and appeared as the 
Sandman/Hansel and Gretel and in scenes from Carmen, Werther, 
La Favorita, and Die Walküre. Robles recently received a Gulf Coast 
Region Encouragement Award in the Metropolitan Opera’s Laffont 
Competition. Following undergraduate studies at the Puerto Rico 
Conservatory of Music, she earned her Master of Music degree 
from the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University, where she 
appeared as Olga/Eugene Onegin. Camille Robles is sponsored by 
Heidi Heutel Bohn.

CHRISTOPHER HUMBERT, JR.
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD  
Previously at Lyric: Three roles since 2024 
most recently 2nd Prisoner/Fidelio and 
Ceprano/Rigoletto (both 2024/25).

Originally from Akron, Ohio, the third-year Ryan Opera Center bass-
baritone will appear at Lyric also this season in Salome and Madama 
Butterfly. In 2024/25 he also sang 3rd Policeman/Blue. Humbert has 
performed widely throughout his home state, including appearances 
with Opera Columbus, Mid-Ohio Opera, and Nightingale Opera 
Theatre. Other engagements include Boston Lyric Opera, Detroit 
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Opera, Florida Grand Opera, Des Moines Metro Opera, the Seagle 
Festival, Utah Festival Opera, and Annapolis Opera. Humbert was 
invited for the 2025 Young Singers Project at the Salzburg Festival 
and is a former participant in the artist-development programs 
at Palm Beach Opera and Opera Theatre of Saint Louis. Concert 
appearances include Carnegie Hall (debut as baritone soloist in 
Vaughan Williams’s Dona Nobis Pacem) and the Erie Philharmonic. 
Recipient of a 2025 Luminarts Cultural Foundation Men’s Voice 
Fellowship and a 2024 American Opera Society of Chicago 
Scholarship Award, Humbert holds a Bachelor of Music degree from 
Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, and a Master of Music degree 
from Boston Conservatory. Christopher Humbert, Jr. is sponsored 
by Lead Sponsor Patricia Frank and cosponsors Maria C. Green & 
Oswald G. Lewis, Mary Houston, in loving memory of James Houston, 
and the Bill & Orli Staley Foundation.

ENRIQUE MAZZOLA
CONDUCTOR 

Lyric’s Music Director — the third in the 
company’s history — is internationally 
renowned as an interpreter and champion 

of bel canto opera and as a specialist in French repertoire and the 
works of Verdi. Mazzola’s recently completed tenure as Principal 
Guest Conductor at Deutsche Oper Berlin included recordings of 
Dinorah and Herodiade and performances of Le prophète, Il barbiere 
di Siviglia, Werther, Falstaff, Vepres Siciliennes, and Les contes 
d’Hoffmann. He served as Conductor in Residence for the Bregenz 
Festival from 2021 to 2024, where he conducted a new production 
of Rigoletto and recorded DVDs of Rigoletto, Madama Butterfly, Die 
Freischütz, Ernani, and Mosè in Egitto. He served as Artistic and 
Music Director of the Orchestre National d’Île de France from 2012 
to 2019, and in 2018 was named a Chevalier de l’ordre des Arts et des 
Lettres. Mazzola made his debut at Lyric with Lucia di Lammermoor 
in 2016/17, and conducted Bellini’s I puritani in 2017/18. During 
2019/20, he led Verdi’s Luisa Miller to launch the company’s Early 
Verdi Series and, in his first performances as Music Director, opened 
Lyric’s 2021/22 season with Sir David McVicar’s new production 
of Macbeth. An accomplished interpreter of contemporary music, 
Mazzola recently conducted Missy Mazzoli and Royce Vavrek’s The 
Listeners (2024/25) and Terence Blanchard’s Champion (2022/23) 
at Lyric. He has conducted at the Metropolitan Opera, La Scala, 
the Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, and the major houses of Vienna, 
Berlin, Munich, Zurich, Moscow, and Tokyo, as well as a historic 
Meyerbeer cycle with Deutsche Oper Berlin. Past major European 
festivals have included Glyndebourne (including DVD releases of 
Don Pasquale, Il barbiere di Siviglia, and Poliuto), Salzburg (Orphée 
aux Enfers), Pesaro (Rossini Opera Festival), Venice, Aix-en-Provence, 
and Bregenz. Symphonic highlights include the Orchestre National 
du Capitole de Toulouse, Philharmonia Orchestra, Orchestre National 
de France, Vienna Symphony, London Philharmonic, and Brussels 
Philharmonic. Mazzola was born in Barcelona, Spain, into a musical 
family, and grew up in Milan, where he studied violin and piano, 
earning diplomas in composition and orchestral conducting at the 
Conservatorio Giuseppe Verdi of Milan. Enrique Mazzola is supported 
by the John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols Endowed Chair.

DAVID McVICAR
DIRECTOR & SET DESIGNER
Previously at Lyric: Seven productions since 
2001/02, most recently Macbeth (2021/22) and 
Elektra (2018/19).

The renowned Scottish director’s productions are seen annually 
in major houses worldwide, with recent highlights including new 
productions of Adriana Lecouvreur, Roberto Devereux (both at 
the Metropolitan Opera, the latter a company premiere), Médée 
(Geneva’s Grand Théâtre), and I masnadieri (La Scala). Previously at 
Lyric, he directed Il trovatore (2018/19, 2014/15, 2006/07), Wozzeck 
(2015/16), and La clemenza di Tito (2013/14). McVicar has created nine 
new productions for the Royal Ballet & Opera and seven for the Met, 
where he recently directed a new Don Carlos. He has also directed at 
La Scala (Les Troyens), Opera Australia (Don Giovanni, The Marriage 
of Figaro), the Vienna Staatsoper (Tristan und Isolde, Falstaff), English 
National Opera, Glyndebourne, Scottish Opera, Opera North, 
Paris’s Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, the Salzburg Festival, and 
the Mariinsky Theatre, and many other major companies. Among 
his awards is the 2011 Grand Prix de la Musique du Syndicat de la 
Critique. In 2012 he received a knighthood and was made a Chevalier 
de l’ordre des arts et des lettres.

DOEY LÜTHI
COSTUME DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

Highlights for the designer include Elektra 
(West End); Nobodaddy (Téac Damsa); Les 

Oiseaux, Die Vögel, and El Amor Brujo (Opéra national du Rhin); 
Macbeth and Madama Butterfly (Oper Frankfurt); La Calisto (Teatro 
alla Scala); L’Italiana in Londra (Oper Frankfurt); Il trionfo del 
Tempo e del Disinganno (Opéra Orchestre National Montpellier, 
Det Kongelige Teater Copenhagen); Tamerlano (Oper Frankfurt); 
Greek Passion (Opera North); Tri Sestry (Ural Opera Ballet 
Theatre); Lost Highway (Oper Frankfurt); Surrogate Cities, The 
Love For Three Oranges, and The Tales of Hoffman (Wuppertaler 
Bühnen); The Flying Dutchman (Staatstheater Hannover); 
Shadowlands (Göteborgs Operans Danskompani); The Rake’s 
Progress (Staatstheater Braunschweig); Macbeth (Saarländisches 
Staatstheater); and Un ballo in maschera and Peter Grimes 
(Badisches Staatstheater Karlsruhe). She has designed costumes 
for Petrushka (Fabulous Beast Dance Theatre and Sadler’s Wells 
London), Julius Caesar (English National Opera), Rian (Fabulous 
Beast Dance Theatre), Ariadne auf Naxos (Opéra National de 
Bordeaux), Methusalem-Projekt (Deutsches Nationaltheater 
Weimar), Phaeton and Sakontala (Saarländisches Staatstheater), 
La finta giardiniera (Theater an der Wien), Don Pasquale 
(Deutsches Nationaltheater Weimar), Orfeo (Den Norske Opera, 
Glimmerglass Opera, and Opera North), Aida (Deutsche Oper 
Berlin), Die Entführung aus dem Serail (Theater Basel), Imeneo 
(Glimmerglass Opera), Carmen (Nationaltheater Mannheim), and 
Otello (Staatsoper Unter den Linden Berlin). Doey won the Premio 
Abbiati award for Best Costume Design in 2021 and Best Opera 
Production at the 2020 Golden Mask Awards (Tri Sestry at Ural 
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Opera Ballet Theatre). Costume Designers are supported by the 

Richard P. and Susan Kiphart Costume Designer endowment.

PAULE CONSTABLE
ORIGINAL LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Previously at Lyric: Six productions since 
2007/08, most recently Die lustige Witwe and 
Wozzeck (both 2015/16).

An Associate for Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures, Constable 
has won six Olivier Awards and two Tony Awards, and was the 
first recipient of the Opera Award for Lighting at the International 
Opera Awards (2013). Highlights at the Royal Ballet & Opera 
include Rusalka, The Return of Ulysses, Le nozze di Figaro, Faust, 
Rigoletto, The Magic Flute, and The Cunning Little Vixen. Other 
credits include Die Entführung aus dem Serail, The Cunning 
Little Vixen, Le nozze di Figaro, Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg, 
Billy Budd, Rusalka, Così fan tutte, La bohème, Giulio Cesare, 
and Carmen (Glyndebourne), Les contes d’Hoffmann (Salzburg 
Festival), Wagner’s Ring (Strasbourg), L’ incoronazione di Poppea 
(Paris), Medea, Così fan tutte, Norma, Roberto Devereux, Le nozze 
di Figaro, Cavalleria rusticana, Pagliacci, Don Giovanni, Satyagraha, 
and Anna Bolena (Metropolitan Opera), and A Handmaid’s Tale 
and Satyagraha (ENO). Recent theatre projects include The 
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry (Chichester Festival Theatre), 
Oliver! (Chichester Festival Theatre, West End), Ballet Shoes, The 
Ocean at the End of the Lane, Angels in America and The Normal 
Heart (National Theatre), Drive your Plow over the Bones of the 
Dead (Complicite), and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night and Warhorse (National Theatre, West End, and Broadway). 
Lighting designers are supported by the Mary-Louise and James S. 
Aagaard endowment in honor of Duane Schuler.

CLARE O’DONOGHUE
REVIVAL LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

The UK-based lighting designer has worked 
across the globe in opera, contemporary dance, 

and theater. A former Deputy Lighting Manager at Glyndebourne, 
O’Donoghue has worked with a wide range of companies including 
The Royal Ballet & Opera, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Scottish Opera, 
and many West End productions. Career highlights include lighting 
design for Medee (Polish National Opera), Der Rosenkavalier 
(Norwegian National Opera, Scottish Opera, English National Opera), 
La Rondine (Daegu Opera House), Carmen (Dallas Opera, Gothenburg 
Opera, Royal Danish Opera, Bergen National Opera, Auditorio de 
Tenerife), La traviata (Teatro Lirico di Cagliari); Simon Boccanegra 
(National Opera House of Portugal, Giselle (Royal Ballet), The Bartered 
Bride (Glyndebourne Festival Opera), Just Between Ourselves 
(London Classic Theatre), Candide (Scottish Opera), Blu and The 
Magic Web (Truestory Theatre), Dido & Aeneas (Royal Academy Of 
Music), Frankenstein/Great Expectations (National Youth Theatre), and 
The Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni (Glyndebourne Touring 
Opera). Lighting designers are supported by the Mary-Louise and 
James S. Aagaard endowment in honor of Duane Schuler.

CHRIS MARAVICH
REVIVAL LIGHTING DESIGNER 

Lyric’s lighting director served in the same 
position from 2006 to 2012 at San Francisco 
Opera, where he created lighting for many 

productions including The Gospel of Mary Magdalene, Così 
fan tutte, Turandot, Cyrano de Bergerac, Il trittico, Tosca, Simon 
Boccanegra, Don Giovanni, Nixon in China, and Attila. He has 
collaborated on the lighting designs for Wozzeck (Finnish National 
Opera, Grand Théâtre de Genève), Doktor Faust at Staatsoper 
Stuttgart, Tannhäuser for Greek National Opera, and La fanciulla 
del West, The Makropulos Case, The Daughter of the Regiment, 
Il trovatore, Samson et Dalila, and Macbeth for San Francisco 
Opera. Maravich has also designed lighting for LA Opera, 
Opera Colorado, San Diego Opera, Opera Santa Barbara, Lyric 
Opera of Kansas City, Florida Grand Opera, Madison Opera, 
Cal Performances, and Opera San José. He currently serves 
as lighting supervisor for The Joffrey Ballet. Chris Maravich is 
supported by the Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard Lighting 
Director Endowed Chair.

S. KATY TUCKER
PROJECTION DESIGNER 
Previously at Lyric: Florencia en el Amazonas 
(2021/22).

Tucker’s work has been seen on Broadway, 
Off-Broadway, and at the Metropolitan Opera, Teatro alla Scala, 
New York City Ballet, Carnegie Hall, Park Avenue Armory, BAM, 
San Francisco Opera, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Dutch 
National Opera, Sydney Opera House, and the Canadian Opera 
Company, among others. Future engagements include a Ring Cycle 
(La Scala) and Initiative (The Public Theater). Tucker has worked in 
television and on events for Drew Findley Productions, including 
The Emmy Awards, Netflix’s Rhythm + Flow 2, the American Music 
Awards, The Soul Train Awards, and BlizzCon. She was nominated 
for a Lucille Lortel Award for Letters from Max, a Ritual. Other 
recent highlights include Smash on Broadway with director Susan 
Stroman, Das Rheingold, Siegfried, and Die Walkure with Sir David 
McVicar (La Scala), Tannhauser (Houston Grand Opera), Florencia 
en el Amazonas, Eurydice, Peter Grimes, Verdi’s Requiem, and Prince 
Igor (Metropolitan Opera), Florencia en el Amazonas (Houston 
Grand Opera and Washington National Opera), Rebecca Das Musical 
(Vereinigte Bühnen Wien), Klangwolke 23 (Brucknerhaus), and 
Turandot, Macbeth, Fidelio, Elektra, Don Giovanni, and Samson and 
Delilah (Washington National Opera).

MICHAEL BLACK 
CHORUS DIRECTOR

The Australian chorus director joined Lyric full 
time in the 2012/13 Season, after having served 
as interim director the season before. He was 

named Head of Music at Lyric, a new position, in the 2023/24 Season. 
Black was Chorus Director at Opera Australia in Sydney from 2001 
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to 2013, and has worked in this capacity for such distinguished 
organizations as the Edinburgh International Festival and Opera 
Holland Park (London), and, in Australia, the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, the Philharmonia Choir, Motet Choir, the Cantillation 
chamber choir, and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. In 
Chicago, Black became the first chorus director to work with the 
choruses of Lyric, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and the Grant 
Park Music Festival, where he served for six seasons, including 
preparation of The Damnation of Faust chorus and Haydn’s Creation. 
He has lectured or given masterclasses at the University of Chicago 
and Northwestern University, and in 2025 will work with the Young 
Artists at Opera Australia and the apprentice singers at the Santa Fe 
Opera. Black has served as chorus director for close to 140 different 
operas on four continents, and his work has been recorded and/
or aired on ABC, BBC, PBS, for many HD productions in movie 
theaters, and on television. Michael Black is supported by the 
Howard A. Stotler Chorus Director Endowed Chair.

JO MEREDITH  
MOVEMENT DIRECTOR 
Lyric debut

Highlights among Meredith’s numerous 
credits include: Medea (Canadian Opera 

Company, Greek National Opera, the Metropolitan Opera), Eugene 
Onegin (Opera Holland Park), Norma (Teatro Real), La Calisto 
(Teatro alla Scala), La Bohème (Copenhagen Opera Festival), 
I Masnadieri (Teatro alla Scala), Drot Og Marsk (Royal Danish 
Opera), Tosca (Icelandic Opera), Rigoletto (Savonlinna Opera), 
Il Trionfo del Tempo e del Disinganno (Alte Munze), The Picture of 
Dorian Gray (UK tour), three Jette Parker Young Artist Summer 
Performances (Royal Ballet & Opera), La Scala Di Seta and The 
Lighthouse (Royal Ballet & Opera Linbury Studio Theatre), Macbeth, 
A Fairy Queen, and Un Ballo in Maschera (Iford Arts), Siegfried and 
Götterdämmerung (Longborough Festival Opera), Don Giovanni 
and La Calisto (English Touring Opera). She re-staged Leah 
Hausman’s movement for David McVicar’s production of Rigoletto 
at Teatro Real and at the Royal Ballet & Opera. For Youth Music 
Theatre UK she directed and choreographed More in Common, and 
directed the Royal Opera House Thurrock Community Chorus in a 
work inspired by Windrush which was performed at Tilbury Docks. 
She is associate lecturer in choreography at London Studio Centre. 

JOHN METZNER  
WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER 

The versatile designer first joined the 
staff of Lyric for the 2022/23 Season. He 
has previously collaborated with Chicago 

Shakespeare Theater, Lookingglass Theatre, and Court Theatre. 
He served for nine years as Head of Wig and Makeup for Webster 
University’s Conservatory of Theatre Arts, and designed hair and 
makeup for more than 50 performances at The Repertory Theatre 
of St. Louis. Other regional credits include work at The Muny, 
Great River Shakespeare Festival, and Opera Theatre of Saint 
Louis, where he designed for The Pirates of Penzance, among 
many other productions. His advanced training includes wig 
styling at the Wig Room Training Academy and London School of 
Wig Making. John Metzner is supported by The Marlys A. Beider 
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer Endowed Chair. 

JONATHON LOY  
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Lyric debut

Loy is the Director of Production and 
Co-Founder of Berkshire Opera Festival 

(BOF), which recently celebrated its 10th anniversary season. 
His new productions at BOF have included La Traviata, Faust, 
La Bohème, Don Giovanni, Don Pasquale, Rigoletto, Ariadne auf 
Naxos, and Madama Butterfly, among numerous others. BOF 
will feature a new production of Lucia di Lammermoor in 2026. 
This season marks Loy’s 16th as a Guest Stage Director at the 
Metropolitan Opera, where he has directed revivals of La Traviata, 
Tosca, Carmen, Le Nozze di Figaro, and Faust. He recently made 
his directing debuts at Canadian Opera Company and Greek 
National Opera. As a 2002 OPERA America Fellowship winner, 
he completed residencies at New York City Opera, Seattle Opera, 
Opera Memphis, and Cincinnati Opera. Loy is the former General 
Director of Center City Opera Theater in Philadelphia (2003-2007) 
where he was the first person to produce fully-staged opera in 
the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Perelman Theater. 
A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, during his time there 
he worked at Pittsburgh Opera for four years.  
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2025/26 Presenting Season Sponsor
Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, United Airlines, and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council.                    *deceased
Lyric’s presentation of Mascagni’s Cavalleria rusticana and Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci are generously sponsored by Josef & Margot Lakonishok and Sonia Florian*.

Photo: John Shaw/Big Foot Media

Opera’s 
most 
thrilling
double 
feature.

Sung in Italian with projected English titles.

lyricopera.org/cavpag

Nov. 1 - 23
Two gripping tales. One unforgettable night. Cavalleria 
rusticana and Pagliacci deliver raw passion, betrayal, 
and heartbreak — brought to life with soaring music 
and searing drama. Opera at its most intense.
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MUSIC DIRECTOR
Enrique Mazzola
	 The John D. and Alexandra 

C. Nichols Endowed Chair

MUSIC STAFF
Michael Banwarth
Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad
William C. Billingham
Aaron Breid
Kyle Dickson
Levi Hammer
Susan Miller Hult
Tess Jackson
Keun-A Lee
Chi-Yuan Lin^^

Noah Lindquist* 
Francesco Milioto
Jerad Mosbey
Jacob Niemann^

Stefano Sarzani
Madeline Slettedahl
Morgan Stevenson
Marika Yasuda

ORCHESTRA
Violin I
Robert Hanford, Concertmaster, 

Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg 
Endowed Chair

Emily Nebel,  
Assistant Concertmaster

Eleanor Bartsch
Alexander Belavsky
Kathleen Brauer
Renée-Paule Gauthier
Laura Miller
Liba Shacht
Heather Wittels
Bing Jing Yu

Violin II
Yin Shen, Principal
John Macfarlane,  

Assistant Principal
Diane Duraffourg-Robinson
Ann Palen
Irene Radetzky
John D. Robinson
David Volfe

Viola
Carol Cook, Principal
Terri Van Valkinburgh, 

Assistant Principal
Patrick Brennan
Amy Hess
Melissa Trier Kirk
Rebecca Swan

Cello
Calum Cook, Principal
Ana Kim, Assistant Principal 
Mark Brandfonbrener
William H. Cernota
Walter Preucil

String Bass
Samuel Shuhan,
	  Acting Principal
Andrew L. W. Anderson, 

Acting Assistant Principal
Jeremy Attanaseo** 
Gregory Sarchet
Collins R. Trier

Flute
Marie Tachouet, Principal
Dionne Jackson,  

Assistant Principal 
Alyce Johnson

Piccolo
Alyce Johnson

Oboe
Paul Lueders, Principal
Judith Zunamon Lewis,  

Assistant Principal
English Horn
Judith Zunamon Lewis

Clarinet
Heesoo Kim, Principal
Susan Warner,  

Assistant Principal

Bass Clarinet
Susan Warner,  

Acting

Bassoon
Preman Tilson, Principal
Lewis Kirk, Assistant Principal

Contrabassoon
Lewis Kirk

Horn
Abigail Black, Principal
Fritz Foss, Assistant  

Principal/Utility
Robert E. Johnson, Third Horn 
Samuel Hamzem
Neil Kimel

Trumpet
William Denton, Principal
Rebecca Oliverio,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Trombone
Jeremy Moeller, Principal
Mark Fisher, Assistant Principal
Will Baker 

Bass Trombone 
Will Baker 

Tuba
Andrew Smith, Principal

Timpani
Edward Harrison, Principal

Percussion
Douglas Waddell,  

Acting Principal
Eric Millstein, 

Acting Assistant Principal

Harp
Lynn Williams, Principal

Librarian
John Rosenkrans, Principal

Stage Band Contractor
Christine Janicki

EXTRA MUSICIANS
Cristina Buçiu, violin
Jennifer Cappelli, violin
Injoo Choi, violin
Karin Andreasen Gambell, 

violin
Michael Gurevich, viola
Paula Kosower, cello
Mara McClain, cello
Amy Barwan, oboe
Trevor O’Riordan, clarinet

STAGEBAND 
MUSICIANS
John Thorne, flute
Jungah Yoon, flute
Adèle-Marie Buis, oboe
Sam Waring, oboe
Wagner Campos, clarinet
Nora Shaffer, clarinet
Hanna Sterba, bassoon
Vincent Karamanov, bassoon
Adam Unsworth, horn
Brian Goodwin, horn

	 *	 On leave, 2025/26 Season
	**	 Season Substitute 
	 ^	 Solti Foundation U.S. Opera Residency
	̂ ^	 Ryan Opera Center Conductor

Orchestra & Chorus

The Lyric Opera Orchestra string sections utilize revolving seating. 
Players behind the front desk change seats systematically and  
are listed alphabetically in the roster above.
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CHORUS DIRECTOR 
AND HEAD OF MUSIC 
Michael Black
	 The Howard A. Stotler 

Endowed Chair

REGULAR CHORUS
Soprano 
Angela De Venuto
Cathleen Dunn
Desirée Hassler
Rachael Holzhausen
Kimberly McCord
Heidi Spoor
Stephani Springer
Sherry Watkins
Kelsea Webb
Tara Wheeker

Mezzo-Soprano
Marianna Kulikova 
Ola Rafalo
Yvette Smith
Marie Sokolova
Maia Surace
Corinne Wallace-Crane
Pamela Williams
Michelle K. Wright

Tenor
Geoffrey Agpalo
Timothy Bradley
Hoss Brock
William M. Combs
John J. Concepción
Kenneth Donovan
Jared V. Esguerra 
Joseph A. Fosselman
Cullen Gandy
Cameo T. Humes
Tyler Samuel Lee
Joseph Shadday

Bass
David DuBois 
Christopher Filipowicz
Robert Morrissey
Rafael W. Porto
Craig Springer
Nicholas Ward
Ronald Watkins
Nikolas Wenzel
Jonathan Wilson
Max Wier

CORE SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS
Soprano
Cara Collins
Megan Fleischmann
Emily Mwila

Mezzo-Soprano
Christina G. Adams
Carla Janzen
Emily Price

Tenor
Joshua Benevento
Ace Gangoso

Bass
Michael Cavalieri
David Govertsen
Nicolai Janitzky
Ian R. Prichard

SUPPLEMENTARY 
CHORUS
Soprano
Nicole Besa
Alexandra Burch
Regina Ceragioli
Anna Donnelly
Elizabeth Fisher
Hayley Fox
Julia Frodyma
Elise Hurwitz
Mackenzie Jacquemin
Alexandra Kassouf
Courtney San Martin
Taylor See
Emlynn Shoemaker
Alannah Spencer
Diana Stoic
Ariana Strahl

Mezzo-Soprano
Emily Amesquita
Robin G. Bradley
Leah Dexter
Elizabeth Frey
Miya Higashiyama
Georgia Jacobson
Samantha McGonigal
Quinn Middleman
Sarah Ponder
Marissa Simmons

Tenor
Jerek Fernández
Klaus Georg
Jianghai Ho
Ernest C. Jackson Jr
Nathan Oakes
Steven Michael Patrick
Brett Potts
Brian Skoog
Ryan Townsend Strand
Tristan Tournaud

Bass
Evan Bravos
Chris DiMarco
Dimitri German
Stephen Hobe
Brian Hupp
Joseph Lodato
Dorian McCall
Wilbur Pauley
William Powell III
Dan Richardson
Aaron Wardell

SUPERNUMERARIES 
Gus Franchere
Neil Geistlinger
Paul Hamilton
Irene Lo
Eric Marshall
Vanessa Passini
Miles Trudo
Chris Vaughn
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With the generous support of individuals and  
organizations, Lyric is leading the advancement  
of opera in America — continually advancing 
artistic excellence, increasing relevance and 
reach for both traditional and new audiences, 
engaging our diverse communities through 
signature learning and exploration initiatives, 
and expanding our role as a cultural cornerstone  
in Chicago. You are our partners in this 
important shared enterprise — and we 
sincerely thank you.
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Thank you for 
your support
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Bravissimi 
We gratefully acknowledge members of the Lyric family who have 
contributed a total of $1 million+ throughout the history of the company. 
Lyric thrives due to the incredible generosity of these individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.

$50,000,000+
The Facilities Fund of Lyric Opera of Chicago and 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, John H. Bryan°,  
James W. Cozad°, H. Laurance Fuller°, and  
Patrick G. Ryan

$30,000,000+
Nancy W. Knowles°

$25,000,000+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation 

$15,000,000+
Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

$10,000,000+
Anonymous
Julie & Roger Baskes
The Chicago Community Trust
The Crown Family
Sonia Florian°
J. Thomas Hurvis & Ann Andersen  

and the Caerus Foundation
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust  

and the Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
The Negaunee Foundation

$7,500,000+
Anonymous (3)
Julius Frankel Foundation
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr.° & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Illinois Arts Council
Martha J. Jacobshagen°
The Kiphart Family
John D.° & Alexandra C. Nichols
Anne and Chris Reyes
Lisbeth Stiffel

$5,000,000+
Anonymous (2)
Abbott Fund
Ameritech/SBC/AT&T
Stefan Edlis° & Gael Neeson
The Grainger Foundation
ITW
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
Irma Parker°
Sidney L.° & Bettie Port°
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. William C. Vance

$2,500,000+
Anonymous (2)
American Airlines
Aon
Mrs. A. Watson Armour°
Boston Consulting Group
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Henry & Gilda Buchbinder Family
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum°
The Butler Family Foundation
Challenge III Fund - Government
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and 

Special Events
Nelson D. Cornelius°
Mr. & Mrs. John V. Crowe°
The Davee Foundation
Mrs. Mary B. Galvin
Mary Patricia Gannon°
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Ethel & William° Gofen
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Graham°
Howard L. Gottlieb° & Barbara G. Greis
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
The Harris Family Foundation
Invesco QQQ
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
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Mr.° & Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
Malott Family Foundation
Mazza Foundation
Fred McDougal° & Nancy Lauter McDougal°
Robert & Susan Morrison
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel
Northern Trust
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn
Penny Pritzker & Bryan Traubert
PwC
Daniel F. & Ada L. Rice Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Clarke & Adine Stayman Trusts
Howard A. Stotler°
Mary Stowell
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance°
Cynthia Wood°
Zell Family Foundation

$1,000,000+
Anonymous (2)
Katherine A. Abelson
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Atkinson Family Foundation
Walter F. Bandi° & Elsa E. Bandi°
Bank of America and Merrill
Baxter International Inc.
James N. & Laurie V. Bay
Marlys A. Beider
BMO
The Brinson Foundation
Bulley & Andrews
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
Amy & Paul Carbone
David W. Carpenter° & Orit K. Carpenter
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. James W. Cozad
Joanne Toor Cummings°
The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Azile Dick°
Exelon
Maxine P. & W. James Farrell
Elaine Frank°
Richard° & Barbara Franke
Brena & Lee A. Freeman, Sr. Charitable Association
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ambassador & Mrs. Ronald Jay Gidwitz
Sue & Melvin Gray
Harold Hartshorne, Jr.°
Mr. & Mrs. Ben W. Heineman°

Walter E. Heller Foundation
H. Earl & Miriam U. Hoover°
Invenergy
Jenner & Block
George Johnson
Lori Julian for the Julian Family Foundation
Stephen A. Kaplan
Kemper Educational & Charitable Fund
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun
Kraft Foods
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
LaSalle Bank
Anne P. Lederer Research Institute
Arthur B. Logan°
Jim° & Kay Mabie
Brooks & Hope McCormick Foundation
Chauncey & Marion D. McCormick Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Trust
Gerry M. Miller°
Jim° & Vicki Mills/Jon & Lois Mills
Richard M. Morrow°
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Jerome & Elaine Nerenberg Foundation
Susan & Nick Noyes/Make It Better Media Group
Nuveen Investments
Gregory O’Leary & Patricia Kenney 
David & Sheila Ormesher
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Peer & Sarah Pedersen°
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker
The Regenstein Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Harry A. Root, Jr.°
Richard O. Ryan
Arthur Rubloff Residuary Trust
Sara Lee Foundation
Carol & Gordon Segal
Rose L. Shure° & Sidney N. Shure°
Joanne Silver°
Lois B. Siegel°
Virginia Tobiason
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom°
The Wallace Foundation
Lois L. Ward°
Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. Washlow
Robert & Floretta Weiss
Bernard E. Williams Trust
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

° Deceased
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Production sponsors

To learn more about Lyric sponsorship opportunities, please visit lyricopera.org/support-lyric/major-investments/production-sponsorships. °Deceased

+ Enrique Circle
The Enrique Circle is composed of Lyric’s most dedicated supporters who are committed to championing Maestro Enrique Mazzola’s exciting 
artistic vision and legacy.

Medea

Carmina Burana

Così fan tutte

Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci

Lyric’s 2025/26 Season is presented by the Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation.
Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Chorus is generously sponsored by an Anonymous Lead Sponsor.

Madama Butterfly

El último sueño de Frida y Diego

Lisbeth Stiffel
Julie & Roger Baskes
Marlys A. Beider
Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O’Leary
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Mary Stowell+
Zell Family Foundation+

Irene D. Pritzker in honor of Michael Black
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Mary Stowell+
Zell Family Foundation+

The Negaunee Foundation
The Julius Frankel Foundation
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Mary Stowell+
Zell Family Foundation+

Zell Family Foundation
Pritzker Foundation
Ethel Gofen

Lisbeth Stiffel 
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Marion A. Cameron-Gray

Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Sonia Florian°
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Mary Stowell+
Zell Family Foundation+

safronia

Pritzker Traubert Foundation

A Night of Mellon Collie and Infinite Sadness
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Made possible 
by donors 
like you.

Enduring, 
exhilarating,
and enriching
opera. 

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago

lyricopera.org/donatenow 
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker/Lyric Opera of Chicago

D O N A T E



Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, United Airlines, and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council.
Shot from Disney/Pixar’s Coco © Disney/Pixar, Photo: Kyle Flubacker

2025/26 Presenting Season Sponsor

Bring the whole family to experience the 
adventure of a lifetime on the big screen 
with the Lyric Opera Orchestra!
lyricopera.org/coco

Oct. 16 & 18
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Supporting our future —
endowments at Lyric
Endowments provide a steady source of funding so Lyric can be a leader  
in the opera world — now and into the future. 

LYRIC ENDOWED CHAIRS 
Supports	 Established by
Chorus Director	 Howard A. Stotler
Concertmaster	 Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg, 

 		     in honor of Sally Funderburg
Costume Designer	 Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
General Director	 The Women’s Board,  

		     in loving memory 
			      of Ardis Krainik
Lighting Director	 Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard, 
			      in honor of Duane Schuler
Music Director	 John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols
Production and Technical 	 Allan and Elaine Muchin
	 Director+	
Wigmaster and Makeup 	 Marlys A. Beider, in loving 
	 Designer+	    memory of Harold Beider
Ryan Opera Center Director	 The Ryan Opera Center Board
Ryan Opera Center	 Jannotta Family
	 Music Director

LYRIC PRODUCTION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Supports	 Established by
Baroque Operas	 Anonymous
French Operas	 W. James and Maxine P. Farrell
German Operas	 Irma Parker
Italian Operas	 NIB Foundation
Mozart Operas	 Regenstein Foundation,  

		     in honor of Ruth Regenstein
Puccini Operas	 Mary Patricia Gannon
Verdi Operas	 Guild Board
Wagner Operas	 Anonymous

LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Sarah and A. Watson Armour III Endowment
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Endowment
Public Engagement Endowment Fund
Joanne Silver Endowment

DISCOVER LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
The Grainger Foundation, for the NEXT program
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

RYAN OPERA CENTER ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Thomas Doran Endowment+

Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis Endowment Fund,  

in memory of Richard P. Kiphart
Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan Opera Center Vocal Studies Director 

Endowment, in memory of Gianna Rolandi  
Lois B. Siegel Endowment
Joanne Silver Endowment
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk Endowment+

LYRIC UNLIMITED — LEARNING AND CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Raynette and Ned Boshell Endowment
George F. and Linda L. Brusky Youth Education Endowment+

The Chapters’ Education Endowment, in memory of Alfred Glasser
James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

With major support provided 
from the Nancy W. Knowles Student 
and Family Performances Fund
During her lifetime, Carol Fox Award recipient 
Nancy Knowles generously invested her 
time, talents, and leadership to advance Lyric 

through her membership on the Board of Directors, Executive 
Committee, and the Guild Board. In recognition of her extraordinary 
gift to the Campaign for Excellence, Lyric named the Nancy W. 
Knowles Lobby in 2007. Later, Nancy made a significant gift in 
support of the Breaking New Ground Campaign, creating the 
Nancy W. Knowles Student and Family Performances Fund, which 
she secured by including Lyric as a beneficiary of her estate — 
a remarkable continuation of her lifetime generosity. 

+Future Planned Gift  These donors have named Lyric in their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving possibilities to establish an endowment fund in their name to support Lyric, its programs, 
and positions forever. Learn how to leave a lasting legacy by contacting Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or email mbiver@lyricopera.org.
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I believe in planned giving 
because it’s a way to help 
preserve the future of opera 
through my estate plan. It ensures 
that the great operas I love, and 
even new ones, continue to inspire 
audiences forever.

Virginia Tobiason

The Ardis Krainik Society
To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, 
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning 
mbiver@lyricopera.org  |  312.827.5655

Your legacy.
The world will listen.
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ARIA BENEFACTORS
Lyric would like to acknowledge 
the extraordinary philanthropy 
of the following individuals who 
have made significant legacy 
commitments of $1,000,000 or more 
and who comprise the Aria 
Benefactors of the Ardis Krainik 
Society. 

Anonymous (6)
Paul and Mary Anderson  

Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
Dr. C. Bekerman
Ann Blickensderfer
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
Christopher Carlo & Robert Chaney
David° & Orit Carpenter
Amanda & Matthew° Fox
David & Janet Fox
Patricia & Maurice J.° Frank
James K. Genden° &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Bruce Gober MD & Donald Ratner°
Sue & Melvin Gray
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat &  

Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Susan K. Lesher
Philip G. Lumpkin
Blythe Jaski McGarvie 
Susan & Robert Morrison 
John Nigh
Julia Pernet
Kenneth Porrello & Sherry McFall
Richard O. Ryan
Diane Marie Tkach &  

James F. Freundt
Virginia Tobiason
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Rabbi Larry Winer° &  

JoAnne Johnson Winer
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Drs. Russ & Joan Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer

SOCIETY MEMBERS
Anonymous (141)
Rich & Jan Aaron 
Valerie & Joseph Abel
Louise Abrahams
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson
Carl H.° & Cynthia Albright

Judy L. Allen
Gary & Barbara Allie
Louise E. Anderson
Bert Badillo
Richard N. Bailey
David Gerard Baker
Susann Ball
Randolph & Lorraine Barba
Marilyn R. Barmash
Margaret Basch
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mrs. Bill Beaton
Mark & Judy Bednar
Steve Beier
Martha Bell
Geraldine C. Bellanca
Daniel J. Bender
Lynn Bennett
Julie Anne Benson
Charles E. & Nancy T. Berg
Joan Israel Berger
Barbara Bermudez
Susan Bernstein
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Patrick J. Bitterman
M. J. Black & Mr. C. Lancy
Richard Blackwell
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Merrill & Judy Blau
D. Jeffrey° & Joan H. Blumenthal
Marlene R. Boncosky
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Ned & Raynette Boshell
David Boyce
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett
Christine & Paul Branstad  

Family Foundation
Robert & Phyllis Brauer
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Daniel A. & Leona B.° Bronstein
Carol & Alan Brookes
Kathryn Y. Brown
George F.° & Linda L. Brusky
Steven & Helen Buchanan
Dr. Gerald° & Mrs. Linda Budzik
Lisa Bury
John E. & Alice Butler
Robert J. Callahan
Julienne Campbell
Amy & Paul Carbone
James & Penny Carper
Carla Carstens & Theodore Herr
Patrick Vincent Casali
Dinah Jacobs Castle
Esther Charbit
Jeffrey K. Chase, J.D.

Ramona Choos
J. Salvatore L. Cianciolo
Heinke Clark
Robert & Margery Coen
Eugenia Collias
Elaine Collina
Peter & Beverly Conroy
Sharon Conway
Sarah J. Cooney
Dr. W. Gene Corley Family
Joseph E. Corrigan
Paul T. & Elaine D. Cottey
Una Creditor
David Curry
Barbara L. Dean
Phyllis Diamond
Roger & Linelle Dickinson
Ms. Janet E. Diehl
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dillon
Catherine R. DiNapoli
Dr.° & Mrs. Bernard J. Dobroski
Thomas M. Dolan
Jane M. Drezen
Mary Louise Duhamel
Kathleen Dunn
Roma Krystyna Dybalski
Carol A. Eastman
Judy Eckberg
Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro 

Endowment Fund
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Peter & Kelli° Emery
Mary Ellen Endow
Dr. James A. Eng
La & Philip Engel
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Erika E. Erich
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ericson
Dr. & Mrs. James Ertle
Ms. Mary T. Ethier
Christopher & Brigitte Evans
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Nancy R. Fifield
Robert F. Finke
Felicia Finkelman
Jack M. & Marsha S. Firestone
Morris & Natalie Fisher
Eloise C. Foster
Jack B. Franaszek &  

Kathleen A. McQueeny
Richard J. Franke
Ms. Susan Frankel
Thomas H. Franks, Ph.D.
Penny & John E. Freund
Marie & Gregory° Fugiel

George & Mary Ann Gardner
Scott P. George
Margaret & Patrick Ghielmetti
Melinda E. Gibson, MD, in memory 

of Sylvia M. Morrison
Norden S. Gilbert
John F. Gilmore
Michael Goldberger
John A. Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Rick Greenman
James R. Grimes
Gregor Gruenthaler
Ann Guhman
Carl J. Halperin
Mr. Edwin Hanlon
Miss Patricia O. Hanlon
Ms. Geraldine Haracz
Mary Kathryn Hartigan
Julian W. Harvey
Andrew Hatchell
William P. Hauworth
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Hayden
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Josephine E. Heindel
Allen W. Heinemann &  

William Borden
Michael F. Hillbruner
Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder
Mrs. Marion Hoffman
Elizabeth Holding
Stephen D. Holmes
Edith A. Holst
Mary & Jim° Houston
H. Eileen Howard &  

Marshall Weinberg°
Sarah & William Hufford
Kenneth N. Hughes
Michael Huskey
Cpt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC 

Memorial Fund
Merle Jacob
J. Jeffrey Jaglois
Edgar D. Jannotta
Stanley J. Janowiak
Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus
Barbara Joabson
Diane & Alan Johnson
John Arthur Johnson
Ronald B. Johnson
Roy A. & Sarah C. Johnson
Barbara Mair Jones
Mr. Theodore Kalogeresis
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Susan D. Kay
Kenneth Kelling

Gift planning at Lyric
Ardis Krainik Society at Lyric | This group consists of dedicated supporters who 
have designated a special gift through their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving 
method to benefit Lyric into the future. 

°DeceasedFor more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benefits associated, 
contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.
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Chuck & Kathy Killman
Diana Hunt King
Mary King
R. William Klein, Jr.
Laura & LeRoy Klemt
J. Peter Kline
Helen Kohr
Judith Kolata
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Susan Kryl
Barbara A. Kummerer, in memory 

of Thomas H. Kummerer
John C. & Carol Anderson Kunze
Axel Kunzmann & Bruce J. Nelson 
Mary S. Kurz
Larry Lapidus
Barbara K. Larsen
Angela Larson &  

Bamshad Mobasher
Thomas & Annelise Lawson
Henrietta Leary
Gloria & Donald LeBoyer
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Carole F. Liebson
Carol L. Linne

Candace Broecker Loftus
Doris C. Lorz
Carolyn Lovering
Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi
Dorette PS Luke
William & Terry Maher
James C. & Suzette M. Mahneke
Mr. & Mrs.° Nicholas Malatesta
Ann Chassin Mallow
Jennifer J. Malpass
Dr.° & Mrs. Karl Lee Manders
Allison R. Manley
Daniel T. Manoogian
Daniel F. Marselle
Judy Marth
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Dr. Christine Winter Massie & 

James Massie
Anna Mattson
Michael P. Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Michael M. & Diane Mazurczak
Mrs. David McCandless
James G. & Laura G. McCormick
Gia & Paul McDermott
William F. McHugh
Bill McVey

Martina M. Mead
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Bill Melamed
Dr.° & Mrs. Jack L. Melamed
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyers
Regina Mezydlo
Pauline Michael
Margaret & Craig Milkint
Michael Miller & Sheila Naughten
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Martha A. Mills
Vlasta A. “Vee” Minarich
David & Justine K. Mintzer
BettyAnn Mocek & Adam R. Walker
Robert & Lois Moeller
Dr. Virginia Saft Mond
Dr. Ann H. Montague
Drs. Bill° & Elaine Moor
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Cherilyn G. Murer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Ms. Diana K. Myers
Tom Myles
David J.° & Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson

Edward & Gayla Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Patricia A. Noska
Linda Moses Novak
Margo & Michael Oberman
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
Virginia O’Neill 
David & Sheila Ormesher
Jonathan Orser
Gerald L. Padbury
Joan L. Pantsios
Robert W. Parsons, M.D.
George R. Paterson &  

Allen J. Frantzen
Sunday & Charles Perry
Susanne P. Petersson
Shirley Pfenning
Genevieve M. Phelps
Karen & Dick Pigott
Robert M. Pine
Louis A. Pitschmann &  

Lillian A. Clark
John J. W. Plampin
Drs. Alan° & Carol Pohl
Ms. Lois Polakoff
D. Elizabeth Price

Learn more at 
lyricopera.org/nameaseat or call 312.827.5686

Name a seat in the Ardis Krainik Theater 
with a personalized brass plaque at the seat of 
your choosing. It’s the perfect way to celebrate 
an event, remember a loved one, or simply 
commemorate your love of Lyric.

Photo: Kyle Flubacker

Take your place
in Lyric history.

°Deceased
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Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Stanley Ransom
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Linda Raschke
Christina Rashid
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Reed
Kenneth Reid
Michael & Susan “Holly” Reiter
Jennie M. Righeimer
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Sylvie Romanowski
James & Janet° Rosenbaum
J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko
Anthony & Chatka Ruggiero
Joseph C. Russo
Dennis Ryan
Louise M. Ryssmann
David Sachs
Mary Ann Sadilek
Suzanne & William° Samuels
Mary Ann & Bob Savard
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Schaeffer
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Philip H. Schaff, Jr.
Margaret Schermerhorn
Douglas M. Schmidt
Franklin Schmidt
Martha P. Schneider
Ms. Frances A. Schrader
Dr. Itai Seggev
Curt Shaffer° & Margaret Orbon
Sandra Shane-DuBow
Amy H. Shapiro, Ph.D.
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Charles Chris Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Shaw
David Shayne
Jared Shlaes
Larry G. Simpson
Dr. Ira Singer
Margles Singleton
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Craig Sirles
John A. Smetanka
Dennis R. & Patricia M. Smith
Norman & Mirella Smith
Mr. Reeves E. Smith
Joan M. Solbeck
Mary Soleiman
Philip & Sylvia° Spertus
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
James Staples
Sherie B. Stein
Michael Steinberg &  

Salme Harju Steinberg
J. Allyson Stern

Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel
Mr. & Mrs.° James P. Stirling
Carol A. Stitzer & Marshall Marcus
Clara Basch Stone
Dr. & Mrs.° Peter W. Stonebraker
Mary Stowell
Daniel & Norene Stucka
Mr.° & Mrs. Glenn L. Stuffers
Emily J. Su
Sherwin A. Swartz
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Mr.° & Mrs. John C. Telander
Cheryl Lorelle Thaxton
Carla M. Thorpe
Karen Hletko Tiersky
Myron Tiersky
Jacqueline Tilles
Mrs. William C. Tippens
Paula Turner
Robert & Gloria Turner
Paul & Judith Tuszynski
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon 

Charitable Trust
Mike & Mary Valeanu
Marlene A. Van Skike
Lorraine & Dave Vander Ark
David J. Varnerin
Nancy Johnson Vazzano
Raita Vilnins
Malcolm V. Vye, M.D.
Albert Walavich
Cheryl Walczak, M.D.
Darcy Lynn Walker
Gary T. Walther
Stephen & Karen Walton
Albert Wang
Dan Ward
Louella Krueger Ward
Diane M. Weber
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Karl Wechter
Patricia M. Wees
Eric Weimer 
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weinberg
Joan & Marco° Weiss
Joanna L. Weiss
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Sandra Wenner
Jane B. White
Roger D Wilson
Claudia Winkler
Nora Winsberg
Mr. David Winter
Florence Winters
Brien & Cathy Wloch
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Daniel R. Zillmann

ESTATE GIFTS
The following estates have 
generously provided gifts of 
bequests and other planned gifts 
to Lyric. Due to space limitations, 
listings include only planned gifts 
received in the past three years 
and is current as of August 8, 
2025. With deepest regards, Lyric 
commemorates and remembers 
those departed Lyric patrons who 
have honored us with these most-
profound commitments.

James S. & Mary-Louise Aagaard
Carol A. Abrioux 
Judith Anderson
Ross C. Anderson
Mychal P. Angelos
Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Dorothy Avedisian
Dr. Michael O. Blackstone
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart &  

Dr. William R. Lawrence
Judy Bober
Joan Brugger
Dr. Mary Louise Hirsh Burger &  

Mr. William Burger
John F. Byrd
Irma M. Caprioli
David Carpenter
Henry J. Carson
Charles Putnam Case
Ellen Clasen
James Compton
Louise H. Curry
Hope A. Curtis
Azile Dick
Roger F. Dickinson
Thomas Doran
Richard Eastline
Barbara Faber
Roy Fisher
Rhoda & Henry Frank
Mary Patricia Gannon
Sheila Purcell Garcia
Howard Gottlieb
John R. Grimes
Dorothea Gruenerwald
Carolyn Hallman
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Mary Elizabeth Mako Helbert
Rebecca Jarabak
Judy Jasper
Janet Jones
Dr. Anne Juhasz
Jack Kanuk & Richard Foster

Kerma & John Karoly
Neil King
Nancy W. Knowles
David F. Kunca
Gerald Lee
Nancy R. Levi
Melvin Loeb
Hugo Lorenz
David & Bernadette Lowum
Edward Mack
Iris Maiter
Bella G. Malis
Mrs. John Jay Markham
Robert Marks
Nancy Lauter McDougal &  

Alfred L. McDougal
Dr. Jack Melamed
Susan Messinger
Barbara Terman Michaels
Gerry M. Miller
Barbara Mills
Mario Munoz &  

Julia Garrofe Munoz
Rosemary Murgas
Florence C. Norstrom
John & Dawn Palmer
Dr. Frances Pietch
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Mary Lee Reed
Evelyn R. Richer
Carol Roberts
Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, M.D.,  

in memory of Robert Kyts
Eugene Rzym, in memory of  

Adaline Rzym
Richard P. Schieler
Caroline Seabright
Donald Seibert
Lois B. Siegel
Joanne Silver
Jeremiah Stamler
Suzanne & Karl Stein
Loretta Thurm
David Thurn
Maureen Tokar
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak
Barbara Wanke
Marilee Wehman
Claude M. Weil
Mary S. Wenzel
Caroline Wheeler
Bonnie Zeitlin

°DeceasedFor more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benefits associated, 
contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.
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Corporate partnership
Lyric appreciates the generosity of its corporate partners.

$1,000,000 & above

$100,000 to $249,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$25,000 to $49,999

$500,000 to $999,999

$250,000 to $499,999
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To learn more about corporate partnership opportunities, please contact Bryan Hulscher,  
Senior Philanthropy Officer, Institutional Partnerships at bhulscher@lyricopera.org or 312.827.5692. 

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by August 8, 2025.

DISTINGUISHED 
PATRON
$10,000 to $14,999
Amsted Industries Foundation
Henry Crown and Company
Mayer Brown LLP
State Street Global Advisors 

PATRON
$5,000 to $9,999
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Italian Village Restaurants

PARTNER
$4,000 to $4,999
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

DEVOTEE
$3,000 to $3,999
American Agricultural 

Insurance Company

MATCHING GIFTS
Abbvie
Bulley & Andrews
IBM Corporation
ITW Foundation
Invenergy
John D. & Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
The Pledgeling Foundation
PNC Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
United Way Metro Chicago
US Bank

IN-KIND GIFTS
J&L Catering
Harolyn Blackwell
Gene & Georgetti’s 
HMS Media
Rosalie Mizner
Brendan and Suzanne 

Mulshine
United Airlines

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
acknowledges support from 
the Illinois Arts Council. 

Lyric Opera of Chicago is a 
member of OPERA America.

Lyric is deeply grateful to the following donors for recent capital pledges and gifts 

that enhance the patron experience, maintain the beauty of our landmark opera 

house, and enable the magic on our stage.

Irma Parker Estate
Elevator renovation project through 
the Capital Improvement Initiative Fund
 

An Anonymous Donor
Theatre seat renovation through 
the Patron Accessibility Initiative 
 

Jack & Peggy Crowe
Glass curtain project for enhanced 
climate control for patron comfort 
through the Capital Improvement 
Initiative Fund

Capital gifts
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H. Gael Neeson 

Aria Society
Lyric recognizes and appreciates gifts made by generous individuals, 
foundations, and government organizations. 

$500,000 to $999,999

$1,000,000 and above

Julie & Roger Baskes

AN ANONYMOUS 
DONOR

THE NEGAUNEE
FOUNDATION

Robert and Penelope Steiner  
Family Foundation

Mrs. John V. Crowe°

Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

The Butler Family Foundation  
John & Alice Butler

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel

The Crown Family 
Lester & Renée Crown

Lisbeth Stiffel

AN ANONYMOUS 
DONOR

Zell Family Foundation

Howard L. Gottlieb° &  
Barbara G. Greis

PENNY PRITZKER & 
BRYAN TRAUBERT

Mary Stowell
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° Deceased

$250,000 to $499,999

Josef & Margot Lakonishok

John R. Halligan Charitable FundJulius Frankel Foundation

Patricia A. Kenney &  
Gregory J. O’Leary

Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin

Lori Julian for the Julian Family 
Foundation

Erika  Gross in loving memory 
of Dietrich Gross
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$100,000 to $249,999

Philip G. Lumpkin

Atkinson Family Foundation 
Dr. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.° 
& Mary Jo Atkinson

Ethel GofenSonia Florian° 

ANONYMOUS 
DONORS (4)

James & Brenda Grusecki

MIKE & LINDY 
KEISER

The Knowles Foundation  
Nancy W. Knowles°

Rhoda and Henry Frank 
Family Foundation

THE RICHARD P.° 
& SUSAN KIPHART 
FAMILY

THE BEAUBIEN
FAMILY

Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bulley, III

Stephen A. Kaplan

Marlys A. Beider

GRAMMA FISHER
FOUNDATION OF
MARSHALLTOWN, 
IOWA

Marion A. Cameron-Gray

THE GRAINGER 
FOUNDATION

JEANNE RANDALL 
MALKIN FAMILY 
FOUNDATION

Amy & Paul Carbone
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$100,000 to $249,999 Continued

°Deceased

I’ve supported Lyric for over 40 years because to me 
it’s important to stand behind any artistic endeavor 
that’s significant in my life. Opera on stage needs to 
survive. It’s not a given that it can or will.” 
Stephen F.

“

John D.° & Alexandra  
C. Nichols

Roberta L. Washlow &  
Robert J. Washlow

Donna Van Eekeren 
Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation  
Jack & Catherine Scholl°

Morris Silverman & 
Lori Komisar

IRENE D. PRITZKERTHE C. G. PINNELL
FAMILY

Margo & Michael Oberman
& Family

Richard O. Ryan Nancy S. Searle

SEGAL FAMILY 
FOUNDATION
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE BENEFACTOR 
$75,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
Robin Angly & Miles Smith
David Q. & Mary H. Bell
Linda Bruske
The Guild Board
Mazza Foundation
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Jerome & Elaine Nerenberg 

Foundation
Susan M. Ruder
Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Gene & Jean Stark
Virginia Tobiason
Anne Zenzer &  

Dominick DeLuca

MAESTRO CIRCLE BENEFACTOR 
$50,000 to $74,999
Anonymous Donors (2)
The Brinson Foundation
Orit K. Carpenter
Pamela Crutchfield
Anne Megan Davis
Decyk Watts Charitable 

Foundation
Nancy Dehmlow
Eisen Family Foundation
James & Deborah Fellowes
Amanda C. Fox
Patricia Frank
Mira Frohnmayer &  

Sandra Sweet
Virginia & Gary Gerst
James° & Mary Houston
The Joyce Foundation
Dr. Katherine Knight
Rebecca & Lester Knight
Mark & Gale Kozloff
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  

John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
Chauncey & Marion D. 

McCormick Family 
Foundation

Marie & Arch McKellar
Frank B. Modruson &  

Lynne C. Shigley
Brendan & Suzanne Mulshine
Martha C. Nussbaum
Julian Oettinger
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn
Polk Bros. Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi

Peter Scheuermann
Barbara & Barre Seid 

Foundation
Earl & Brenda Shapiro 

Foundation
Ilene & Michael Shaw 

Charitable Trust
Richard W. Shepro &  

Lindsay E. Roberts
Rose L. Shure &  

Sidney N. Shure
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
Michael Steinberg &  

Salme Harju Steinberg
Gregory Tabaczynski
Mark Tatro &  

Margarita Chavez-Tatro
Thierer Family Foundation

COMPOSER CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$35,000 to $49,999
Ken & Amy Aldridge
Molly & Roman Boed
Donald & Anne Edwards
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Huebner
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Annie & Gregory K. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Neil T. Kawashima
Martha A. Mills
Dr. Ross Slotten & Ted A. Grady
Cynthia Vahlkamp &  

Robert Kenyon

ARTIST CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999
Anonymous Donors (4)
Paul° & Mary Anderson
Robert & Isabelle Bass 

Foundation, Inc.
James N.° & Laurie Bay
Ron & Peggy Beata
Diane° & Michael Beemer
Fred & Phoebe Boelter
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Bradshaw Family Foundation
Buehler Family Foundation
Pamella Capitanini
Greg & Mamie Case
Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund
Joyce E. Chelberg
The Chicago Community Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Cole

Arie & Ida Crown Memorial
Michael J. Cushing Family 

Foundation
Michael Cushing
Ann M. Drake
Stephen Dunbar
Drs. George Dunea &  

Sally Meltzer-Dunea
Elaine S. Frank Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
David & Janet Fox
John & Sarah Garvey
Mary & Lionel Go
Sue & Melvin Gray
Maria C. Green &  

Oswald G. Lewis
Dan & Caroline Grossman
Mary Ellen Hennessy
J. Hurvis & Ann Andersen
Greater Cedar Rapids 

Community Foundation, 
Joseph M. Kacena Endowed 
Fund

Silvia Beltrametti Krehbiel & 
Jay Krehbiel

MaryBeth Kretz & Robert Baum
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan B. Lewis, Sr.
Jennifer Malpass
Robert & Evelyn McCullen
Susan M. Miller
Music Performance Trust Fund 

& Film Funds Trust Fund
Nicholas & Susan Noyes
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Drs. Olufunmilayo & 

Christopher Olopade
Sheila & David Ormesher
Karen Petitte
D. Elizabeth Price
Alyssa & Burke Raine
Hartley Rogers & Amy Falls
Bonnie R. Ross
Sage Foundation
George Sargent
Marsha Serlin & Jerry Sloan
Charles & M. R. Shapiro 

Foundation, Inc.
Jennifer L. Stone
Arthur Susman & Carole Stone
Cherryl T. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Weinberg
Kim° & Miles D. White
Dr. David H. Whitney &  

Dr. Juliana Chyu
Drs. Joan & Russ Zajtchuk

PREMIER PATRON
$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
Jonathan Becker
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Brunnhilde K. Bell Family
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Dr.° & Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Drs. Walter & Anne-Marie 

Bruyninckx
Rosemarie & Dean L. Buntrock
Cabrera Capital
Lawrence & Barbara Cohan
Carol & Douglas Cohen
Ann Coleman
Sarah Crane
Susan E. Cremin & Paul Dykstra
Dan Draper
Fred L. Drucker & Hon. Rhoda 

Sweeney Drucker
Richard & Ingrid Dubberke
Erika Erich
Peter° & Paula Fasseas
The Ferguson-Yntema Family 

Charitable Trust
Lafayette J. Ford
Carl A. & Fern B. Gaensslen 

Charitable Giving Fund
Gary and Denise Gardner 

Family Foundation
Ruth Ann M. Gillis &  

Michael J. McGuinnis
Phillip & Norma Gordon
Judith & Mark Hibbard
Cynthia° & Ron Holmberg
The Jentes Family Foundation
George Johnson
Ronald B. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Robert & Emily King
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kizziah
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy C. Klemt
Stephen Kohl & Mark Tilton
Kohn Family Foundation, Mitchell
Victoria Mitchell Kohn
Helen & Bernard Kozloff 

Family Foundation
Virginia Croskery Lauridsen & 

Nix Lauridsen
Dr. M.S.W. Lee
Mr. David Marshall &  

Dr. Maija Freimanis
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke

Annual individual  
and foundation support
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Terry J. Medhurst
Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Ms. Cherilyn G. Murer
Chris & Eileen Murphy
Phyllis Neiman
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr.  

Family Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Brian &  

Tammi O’Dea
Marian Phelps Pawlick
Bonnie Pritchard
Hon. S. Louis Rathje &  

Maria Rosa Costanzo
Mr. & Mrs. William Revelle
Candy & Gary Ridgway
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
The George L. Shields 

Foundation, Inc.
Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Adele Simmons
Craig Sirles
Dr. & Mrs. R. John Solaro
The Solti Foundation U.S.
Dr. Cynthia V. Stauffacher
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp
Aris Urbanes & William Hulsker
Alan & Harriet Weinstein
Hilary & Barry Weinstein 

Family Foundation
Michael Welsh &  

Linda Brummer
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II

DISTINGUISHED PATRON
$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous Donors (9)
Alexander & Alexander, 

Attorneys at Law
Arnold & Helen Andersen
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Arras
Paul & Robert Barker 

Foundation
Queta Rodriguez Bauer &  

Ron Bauer
Mark & Judy Bednar
Ross° & Patricia D. Bender
Jennie Huang Bennett
Frances Berg
Mr. & Mrs. Turney P. Berry
Patrick J. Bitterman
Lynn Bolanowski
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bowen
Helen Brach Foundation
Marie Campbell
Thomas A. Clancy &  

Dana I. Green
Mitchell Cobey & Janet Reali
Lawrence Corry
Vinay Couto & Lynn Vincent
Gary Crosby
Elaine K. Cue
Dr.° & Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta

Cate & Jim Denny
Shawn M. Donnelley & 

Christopher M. Kelly
James & Dorothy Doss 

Foundation
Nancy & Bernard Dunkel
Mr. Paul Earle &  

Ms. Ellen Rudnick
Hon. Frank Easterbrook &  

Mrs. B. Englert Easterbrook
Chaz & Robert° Ebert
Richard Egen
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel & 

Ms. Amy Rule
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Dr. James O. Ertle
Mary & Steve Etherington
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Stephen and Rosamund 

Forrest Family Foundation
Mr. Steven L. Fradkin
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Franklin
Gary & Denise Gardner
Ambassador & Mrs. Ronald J. 

Gidwitz
Bruce Gober, MD
Judy & Bill Goldberg
Helyn D. Goldenberg
Mr. Gerald & Dr. Colette Gordon
Chester A. Gougis &  

Shelley Ochab
David & Elizabeth Graham
Mr.° & Mrs. Richard Gray
James R. Grimes
Joan M. Hall
Dr. James° & Mrs. Susan 

Hannigan
Joan W. Harris
John Hart & Carol Prins
Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Lynn Hauser & Neil Ross
Hinsdale Chapter
Anne P. Hokin
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Hough
Michael & Leigh Huston
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, 

USMC Memorial Fund
Dr. Carolyn & Dr. Paul Jarvis
Dr. Nora Jaskowiak &  

Mr. Matthew Hinerfield
Jessen Family in memory 

of Howard E. Jessen & 
Susanne C. Jessen

Nancy Rita Kaz
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Margaret & Eugene° Kuhajek
Mr. Craig Lancaster &  

Ms. Charlene T. Handler
Lauridsen Family Foundation
Lavin Family Foundation
Phillip Lehrman
Lemont Fund
Michael A. Leppen
Dr. Zafra Lerman

Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Anne & Craig Linn
Jim° & Kay Mabie
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mages
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. &  

Sandra E. Marjan
Laura & Craig Martin
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Shari Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. James A. McClung
Judith W. McCue &  

Howard M. McCue III
Lynne & Paul McDonough
Pheobe S. McMillian
Sheila Medvin
Mary Lou & Jack Miller
Drs. Bill° & Elaine Moor
Michael & Kimberly Moran
Linda K. & Dennis M. Myers
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Nelms
John Nigh
Kenneth Norgan°
Kathleen Field Orr
Anna Paglia
Cindy Pan & Eric Easterberg

Betsy Pasquinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Pasquinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pearlman
Jean Perkins &  

Leland Hutchinson
The Family of Seymour H. Persky
Mr. Jeffry Pickus &  

Ms. Mary C. Downie
Harvey & Madeleine Plonsker
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potter
Rosy & Jose Luis Prado
Andra & Irwin Press
Mrs. Diana Prince
The Reid-Anderson Family
Michael Richardson
Dr. Petra & Mr. Randy O. 

Rissman
John C. Robak
Carol Roberts
Linda Samuelson &  

Joel Howell
George° & Terry Rose Saunders
Karla Scherer
Curt G. Schmitt
Alan Schriesheim &  

Kay Torshen

Susan H. Schwartz
Richard & Diana Senior
Surendra & Dorothie Shah
Mary Beth Shea
Elizabeth S. Sheppard
Ilene Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
The Siragusa Family 

Foundation
Steven R. Smythe
Joan M. Solbeck
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Struthers
MinSook Suh
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Tatar
James & Sara TenBroek
William & Debra Terlato
Mrs. Carla M. Thorpe
Dr. Michael Tobin, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Turner
Robert L. Turner
Bill & Kathryn Tyree
Mr.° & Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Scott D. Vandermyde
Frances & Peter° Vandervoort
David J. Varnerin

Dan & Patty Walsh
Pam & David Waud
Marsha & David Woodhouse
Jason Wortendyke &  

Ariel Knowles
Debbie K. Wright

PATRON
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous Donors (7)
Mr. & Mrs. William Adams IV
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Allie
Drs. Vijayalakshmi &  

Bapu Arekapudi
Norma Armon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Arons
Peter & Lucy° Ascoli  

Family Fund
Margaret Atherton &  

Robert Schwarz
Robert S. Bartolone
Robert Baughman
Mr. & Mrs. D. Theodore 

Berghorst
Barbara Bermudez
Kathleen Betterman

°Deceased

Supporting Lyric is one way I can honor 
my father’s memory and express my 
appreciation for the doors that were 
opened for me.”
 Robert L. 

“
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Mrs. Petra Blix &  
Dr. Ben Gruber

Mr. Philip Block IV &  
Mrs. Margaret S. Block

Michael Boykins &  
Charise Studesville

Mr. & Mrs. James Bramsen
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Ms. Joanne B. Brooks
John M. Byrne
Ray Capitanini
Chapters’ Executive Board
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Karen Clausen
Ms. Nancy J. Clawson
Elaine Collina
Jane B. Colman
Dr. Peter & Beverly Ann Conroy
Lynd W. Corley
Francesca Cornelli
Marsha Cruzan &  

Tom McGinnis
Gerry & Randee Curciarello

The Dancing Skies Foundation
Laura DeDeflice
Charlie & Bobbie Denison
Harry° & Marianne Dennis
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony 

DiGianfilippo
Deane Ellis
Timothy R. Farrell
Suja Finnerty
Marvin Fletcher
Arthur L. Frank
Jared Fritz-McCarty
Don° & Abby Funk
Dr. Robin Lee Gallardi
Patricia H. Gates
James K. Genden° &  

Alma Koppedraijer
John Gilmore
Gay L. Girolami
Annemarie H. Gramm
Dr. Hanna H. Gray
Greene Family Foundation
Ginger Griffin
Glen & Claire Hackmann
The Blanny A. Hagenah  

Family Fund
Mrs. John M. Hartigan
Dr. David J. & Nancy K. Hayden
Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Herbst
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
Elizabeth & Mark Hurley
Merle Jacob
Regina Janes
Sarah & Kip Kelley II
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Marian Kinney
Ms. Sheila Kirscher &  

Mr. John Kirscher
Thomas A. Kmetko &  

Rafael Leon
Dr. & Mrs. Sung-Tao Ko
Eldon & Patricia° Kreider
Dr. & Mrs. Ken N. Kuo
Thomas Kusnetzky
Jeanne LaDuke & Carol Stukey
Peter N. Lagges, Jr.
Carlotta L. & Ronald L. Lucchesi
John & Regina Mangum
David J. Martin
Donald Maves
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer

Gerard & Kathleen Maynard
John & Etta McKenna
Dorri & James McWhorter
Anne McWilliams
Dhun Mehta
Bill Melamed &  

Jamey Lundblad
Helen Melchior
Dr. Walter S. Melion &  

Dr. John M. Clum
Ms. Britt M. Miller
David E. Miller
Helen Morrison & John 

McNally
Drs. Robert° & Marsha Mrtek
David J.° & Dolores D. Nelson
Renate P. Norum
Irmgard & Keith° Olson
Matt & Carrie Parr
Laurie & Michael Petersen
Jim & Polly Pierce
Jennifer N. Pritzker
Dennis C. Regan
Riverside Chapter
Saul & Sara Rosen
Jean Rothbarth
Raymond & Inez Saunders
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Sawyier
Judy & David Schiffman

Mr. & Mrs. Barre Seid
Sunghee Sohn &  

Benjamin Wasmuth
Judith & Peter Stanton
Mr. Edwin Stebbins &  

Mr. Richard Stebbins
Dusan Stefoski & Craig Savage
Roger & Susan Stone Family 

Foundation/Jennifer Stone
Dr. Peter W. Stonebraker & 

Denise Axtell
Walter & Caroline Sueske 

Charitable Trust
Ms. Robin Loewenberg Tebbe 

& Mr. Mark Tebbe
Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Toft
Phil° & Paula Turner
Mrs. Henry Underwood
James & Michal Wadsworth
Albert R. Walavich
Benjamin Wasmuth
Audrey Weaver
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Weinberg Family Foundation
Marcia Welcome
Howard S. White
Mark & Randi Woodworth
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woolever
Nancy Wulfers
Owen & Linda Youngman
Priscilla T. Yu

PARTNER
$4,000 to $4,999
Anonymous Donors (2)
Nicole Aiken-Shaban
Barbara Barzansky
John Blosser
Mrs. Carol Brusslan
Lynne & Fairbank° Carpenter
Shelly Dimeglio
Faith & Frank Dusek
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Philip & La Ferrenn Engel
Gregory A. Ferro
Robert Gienko, Jr.
Ms. Diana Guarin
Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus
Ms. Marian Klaus
Tod Kovara
Thomas Kuczwara
Lake Geneva Chapter
Laurence Leive
Mrs. Diane L. Macewicz
John H. Nelson
Mr.° & Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Pohl
Mr.° & Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed
James A. Staples
Eric Vaang
Todd & Cari Vieregg
F. C. Winters
Mr. & Mrs. Brien Wloch

DEVOTEE
$3,000 to $3,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aaron
Evelyn Alter
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Arensman
Ms. Maribeth Babler
Sandra M. Bass
Robert & Janice Bastian
Mr. Thaddeus M. Bond, Sr
Michael Brazier
Giovanna & Joseph Breu
Ms. Kathryn Y. Brown
Cathleen Cameron
Timothy & Mary Carew
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
Stephen H. Carr &  

Virginia McMillan Carr
Heinke K. Clark
Ms. Vindya Dayananda
Ms. Sarah Demet
Marilyn & Terry Diamond
Bernard J.° & Sally Dobroski
Thomas & Jean Evans
Mr. William R. Fenner
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Flint
Ms. Irene M. Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Mary E. Hallman
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hill Hammock
Charles Daggett Harvey Jr & 

Yvonne Yamashita
Dr. Allen W. Heinemann &  

Dr. William Borden
Theodore Herr & Carla 

Carstens Herr
Stephen D. Holmes
Thomas J. Hudak
John G. & Betty C. Jacobs
Stephen Kraft
Catherine Kranz
Erica Kuhlmann
Marc & Franziska Lacher
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Ms. Diana Guarin
Sherry & Mel Lopata
James McClain
Marilyn McCoy &  

Charles R. Thomas
Barbara & Jack McIvor
Martina M. Mead &  

Michael T. Gorey
Claretta Meier
Dr. Frederick K. Merkel
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Robert Nicholson
Carol M. Nigro
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
George R. Paterson &  

Allen J. Frantzen

Each time I am at Lyric, I’m transported to 
another time and place. I leave with my 
heart and soul filled with joy and awe.”

Henry M. 

“
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Shirley Pfenning &  
Robert J. Wilczek°

Philip Pierce
Lynn & Robert Pond
Edward & Leah Reicin
Eve Reppen Rogers
Alicia Reyes & Rathin Datta°
Kemp Ross
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders
Mary T. Schafer
Sherie Shapiro
Tracy Singer
S. & Anda Sokalski
Carol D. Stein &  

James S. Sterling
Ms. Catherine E. Stewart
Mrs. Ralph° W. Stoll
Geraldine L. Szymanski
Anne Taft
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Tarcov
Oscar Tatosian, Jr.
Kathryn Voland-Mann & 

Robert Mann
Joseph & Elizabeth Wallner
Caroline Rothstein Wendt
G. Marc & Tracy S. Whitehead
Claudia Winkler
Mr. Richard Wren

ADVOCATE
$2,000 to $2,999
Anonymous Donors (7)
Giustino Albanese
Ginny Alberts-Johnson & 

Lance Johnson
Dr.° & Mrs. Carl H. Albright
Ms. Jane Ambler
Laura Levy & Ulf Anvin
Mr. Brett & Dr. Carey August
Ms. & Mr. Rana & Albert Baladi
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Baldwin
Barrington & Northwest 

Suburban Chapter
Patricia Bayerlein &  

Michael Hoffman
Daniel J. Bender
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bible
Ms. Bernice Bigelow
Mrs. Arthur Billings
Richard Blackwell &  

Linda Christianson
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Ann Blickensderfer
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Bloom
Norman & Virginia Bobins/

The Robert Thomas Bobins 
Foundation

Dr. H. Constance Bonbrest
Jennifer E. Boyd
Richard Boyum & Louie Chua
Myriam Bransfield
Susan Burkhardt
James W. Chamberlain
Mr. Donald Clark

Jean M. Cocozza
Mrs. Christina Collins
Stevie Conlon & Sue Skau
Cecelia Conrad &  

Llewellyn Miller
Rita Corley-Baker
Robert Curley
Hon. Barbara Flynn Currie
Jason Dantico
Frank Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diamond
Sara Dix
V. Dvonch
Kathy Dunn
Dr. Deirdre Dupre &  

Dr. Robert Golub
Jon Ekdahl & Marcia Opp
George Engeln &  

Denise Stewart
Elizabeth & Jim° Fanuzzi
Michael & Sally Feder
Firestone Family Foundation
Mark Fitzgerald &  

Lynne Corbett Fitzgerald°
Ms. Karen E. Flanagan
Anita D. Flournoy
Franklin Philanthropic 

Foundation
Dr. Lucy Freund
Ms. Lili Gaubin
Nancy S. Gerrie
Lynn Gilchrist
Cindy Gilmore
Glencoe-Wilmette Chapter
Alfred & Hope° Goldstein
Jerry Goodman
Dr. Ruth Grant &  

Dr. Howard Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Ilene Grossman & Bruce 

Amsterdam°
Donald Haider
Robert° & Raynelle Heidrick
Ms. Elizabeth Hoffman
Sandra Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Humanist Fund
Hiromi Ishikawa
Ronald & Bett Jacquart
Ms. Cynthia J. Jameson
Norman Jeddeloh
Jerry & Judy Johansen
Charlie Johnson
Maryl R. Johnson, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Johnston
Barbara Jones
Drs. Perry & Elena Kamel
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Judith L. Kaufman
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kearney
Harriett Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. Joe King
Mary Klyasheff
Vincent & Pauline Ko

Gera-Lind Kolarik
Richard Kron &  

Deborah Bekken
Dr. Axel Kunzmann &  

Mr. Bruce J. Nelson
Lisa and Victor Nemeroff 

Foundation
Frederic Lane
Andrea & Ethan Lathan
Mr. & Mrs. Young I. Lee
Donna & Alan Leff
Eileen Leiderman &  

Ben L. Brener
Jeffrey & Elise Lennard
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Leopold
Barry Lesht & Kay Schichtel
Robert Levinson & Laura Sage
Knox & Gabrielle Long
Dorette P S Luke
Ms. Kurtice C. Luther
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Martin
William Mason & Diana Davis
Ann Pickard McDermott
Robert Meyer
William Mondi
Mr. Steven Morris
Thomas E. Mulvihill
Elaine T. Newquist
Gayla & Ed Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Janis Wellin Notz &  

John K. Notz, Jr.
Abby McCormick O’Neil &  

D. Carroll Joynes
Thomas O’Riordan
Penny J. Obenshain
Stephanie & Michael Oettinger
Marjory M. Oliker
OPERA America
Joan L. Pantsios
Dr. Pat & Lara Pappas
Michael Payette
Joseph & Golnar Phillips
John J. W. Plampin
Mrs. Carol Glass Pollock
John & Jeaneane Quinn
Susan Rabe
Dr. & Mrs. Don Randel
Roseanne Zank Rega
John Reppy
Ms. Enid Rieser
Jerry & Carole Ringer
Thomas & Barbara Rosenwein
Susan B. Rubnitz
Sharon Salveter &  

Stephan Meyer
Anthony & Kathleen Schaeffer
Sara S. & Steven C. Schumann
Frederic & Arleen Schwartz
Jane Shapiro
Mrs. Charles Shea
Mary Shea
JS Charitable Trust
Allen & Caroline Shoenberger

Margles Singleton
Mr. & Mrs. Bob D. Sofil
Dr.° & Mrs. Hugo Sonnenschein
Dr. & Mrs. Eric M. Spratford
Dave Sproat
Rick Stamberger
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Sterkin
James Talano
David Thurn
Myron & Karen Hletko Tiersky
Gayle & Glenn R. Tilles
Manuel S. Valderrama
Peter M. Vale
Dr. Annabelle Volgman
Cate & Rick Waddell
Louis Weber
Mr.° & Mrs. James Wees
Manfred Wendt &  

Eliana Gianfelice
Craig White
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Wick
Michael & Jessica Young
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Yowell
Miroslaw Zienkiewicz

AFICIONADO
$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous Donors (18)
Andrew Abbott &  

Susan Schlough
Ann Acker
David R. Adler
Judith A. Akers
Robert Albert
Mr. Charles Alcaraz &  

Dr. Liana Tremmel
Carnot & Luceile Allen 

Foundation
Robert Altenbach
Celia Althage
Ms. Jill Althage
Dr. Ronald & Barbara Altman
Patricia Ames
David Anderson
Robert C. Anderson
Doris W. Angell
Kathleen Arthur &  

Stephen Wood
Susan Bailey
Michael Baldi & Lauren Edson
Dr. Shirley & Richard° Baron
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Baum
Priscilla & Anthony Beadell
Elizabeth Beck°
Mrs. Joan Berger
Helen Berggruen
Dr. Leonard & Phyllis Berlin
Dr. Louise Bernard
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Leigh & Henry Bienen
Mr. & Mrs. John Bienko
Donald Bishop &  

Phyllis Hollander
Mrs. John R. Blair

°Deceased
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Georgia Blalock
Elaine & Harold Blatt
E. M. Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Blumen
D. Jeffrey° & Joan H. 

Blumenthal
John & Claudia Boatright
Philip Bohlman &  

Christine Wilkie-Bohlman
Leah J. Bolek
Marlene Boncosky
Patricia Booth
Donald F. Bouseman
Michael Bradie
Marlene Breslow-Blitstein & 

Berle Blitstein 
Daniel A. & Leona B.° Bronstein
Alan Brooks
Daniel & Debra Brownstone
Mr. Anthony Bruck
Alice Brunner
Linda Buckley
Ms. Sheila Burke
Bonnie Bush & John Peart

Ms. Pamela A. Cabeen 
Mary Ellen Cagney
Greg Cameron &  

Greg Thompson
Jacquelyn Campagnolo
Alfredo Cantoral
William Cape
Walter & Nancy Carlson
Mr. Rowland W. Chang
Veronica Clarke
Marsha Clinard & Charles Boast
Margery & Robert Coen
Dr. Thomas Conner
James Cooper
Joseph Corrigan
Jeff Counts & Hillary Hahn
Judith Crampton
Donald & Janis Crego
Karen & John Crotty 

Foundation
John & Karen Crotty
David Curry
Czarkowski Family
Paula D’Angelo
Silvija & John Danielson
Marietta Dean-Weston
Jon W. DeMoss
Charles & Lisa Dent
Rosanne Diamond
Lyn Dickey
Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon

Ruth & Joseph Doninger
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey B. Donnell
Maureen Dooley
Tom Draski
Paul E. Drennan
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott E. Dudnik
Richard & Clementina Durkes
Barbara & John° Eckel
Adrienne Eckerling
Hugh & Jackie Edfors
Robert Edger &  

Gunnbjorg Lavoll
Mrs. Emilie E. Egan
Ryan Eikmeier &  

Timothy Silver
Marjorie Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis
Peter Emery
Paul Epner & Janet Gans Epner
Roberta Evans
Mrs. Barbara Eckel
Henry & Elizabeth Feldman
Carter & Lucia Findley
Marilyn E. Fites

Thomas & Lois Flanders
R. Michael Flores, MD &  

Alan Grigg, MD
Dr. Nona Flores Ph.D.
John & Katie Fontana
Mr. Lance Fortnow
Eloise C. Foster
James & Leslie Foster
Penny & John Freund
Karl-Heinz Gabbey
John Anthony Gable &  

Zoe Quan
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Garber
John & Dorothy Gardner
Stephen & Elizabeth Geer
Scott George
John & Florence Gepson
Gregory Geuther
Anna & Alexis° Giannoulias
Gaylord & William Gieseke
Joann Gilbert-Holmes
Mrs. Patricia Gill
Jerome & Jamie° Gilson
Mr. & Mrs. John Ginascol
Gerald & Michal Ginsburg
David L. Gitomer
Pier Cristoforo Giulianotti
Patricia Gladden
Gregory & Kris Gleason 
Glencoe Chapter
Dr. Paul B. Glickman

Barbara & Norman° Gold
Amy & Michael Gordon
Motoko Goto
Dr. Steven A. Gould
Frank & Catherine Greer
Patricia Grogan
George Gross
Robert Grover
Dévora Grynspan & Sam Stupp
Roger & Aida Guidice
Solomon Gutstein
Gary Haase & Robin Campbell
Donald Haavind & Dee Mann
Carl Halperin
Mr. Stephen Ham
Thomas & Susan Hammerman
Mr. Larry Hanes
Dean P. Hansen
Michael Kenneth Hansen
Sue Hanson
Marilyn Harder
Scott Harder 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hartigan
Ms. Amy Harwood &  

Mr. Evan Harwood
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Z. Hayward
Sheila Ann Hegy
Benjamin Heidlage
Angeline Heisler
Robert Heitsch
Edward C. Hirschland
Geoffrey & Linda Hirt
Emily Ho
Joseph Hogan
Jim & Wanda° Hollensteiner
George R. Honig, M.D. &  

Olga Weiss
Ms. Janice L. Honigberg &  

Mr. John A. Hedges
Larry & Ann Hossack
Carrie & Gary Huff
Mr.° & Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Brooke & Christopher Hurley
Adrienne Jackiw
Charlene Jacobsen
Kirk, Cheryl & Hannah Jaglinski
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. James
Judy Hughes Janowiak
Michael & Mary Johnson
Walker & Carolyn Johnson
Michael Kalata
Martin & Janet M. Kalin
Mr. Masahiro Kasai &  

Mr. William F. Myers
Mrs. Carlen L. & Dr. Robert S. 

Katz
Mr. Peter Keehn
Larry M. Keer, M.D.
Elizabeth Wendt Kellar
Mr. Jeffrey Kerr
Mr. Basil Kezios &  

Mrs. Carole L. Heiman-Kezios
Jane E. Kirtley
Stephen Kitchen

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L.  
Kittle-Kamp

Diane F. Klotnia
Jim Kochalka
Roger & Diane Koenker
Peter Koletsos
Dorothy Korbel
Ms. Constance Kozikowski
Nina & Jim Kraus
Nancy Krippel
Mr. & Mrs.° Jordan Krugel
John C & Carol Anderson Kunze
Markian J. Kuzycz, MD
Laimonis & Kristina Laimins
Dr. Melissa Lamar
Elisabeth M. Landes
Donald & Gloria LeBoyer
Eugene & Maureen Lee
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Letarte
Nancy Levi°
David Levinson & Kathy Kirn
Catherine Lewis
Ms. Elisabeth Lewis &  

Mr. John J. Lewis
Eva Lichtenberg &  

Arnold Tobin
Al & Patricia Linnerud
Bonnie & Jay° Lipe
Lawrence Lipking
Lloyd R. Loback
Christopher London 
Michael LoVallo, Esq.
Tina Lubrano
John Lucas
Wayne R. Lueders
B. Tracy & Fred° Madison
B. Tracy Madison
Jeffrey & Paula Malak
Stephen Mannasmith 
Jeordano Martinez
Suzanne Maso
Bernadette & Richard Masur
Anna Mattson
Samir Mayekar
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Mazuski
Bernadette McCarthy
William° & Jeanine McCole
James McCormack
Gary MacDougal
Sherry McFall &  

Kenneth Porrello
Condon McGlothlen
Penny McGuire &  

Richard Smith

Carol McManus
Florence McMillan°
Leoni Zverow McVey & 

William McVey
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Robert Meister
Ms. Nancy Meyerson
William Miceli &  

Cindy Nowinski

We love opera, and we mostly love Lyric, 
which we want to thrive.”
Rick W. 

“
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Michuda Construction, Inc.
Barry & Sharon Millman
Barbara Mills
Vee Minarich
David & Justine Mintzer
Robert & Lois Moeller
Steven Montner & Scott Brown
Mark Moore
Lloyd Morgan
Robert J. Moriarty
John S. Mrowiec &  

Dr. Karen L. Granda
J. Thomas Mullen
Dr. John S. & Nan D. Munn
Mr. George Murphy
Jeanette Murphy
Nichole Myers & Trenton Lane 
Thomas Myles
Donald Nathan, Esq.
Suzanne Nelson
Gilberto S. Neri Jr., M.D.
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Mrs. Anthony A. Nichols
Nancy A. Nichols
Andrew Noha
Northfield Chapter
William Novshek &  

Lynda Thoman
Jim & Gladys Nutt
Gail O’Gorman
Paul & Cathy O’Kelly
Mrs. Virginia A. O’Neill
Dr. Dragic M. Obradovic
Serdar Ogut
Frederick & Sharon Olson
Mr. Michael K. Oman
Ms. Alexandra Oprescu
Richard Osgood &  

Wendy Wasson
Gerald L. Padbury
Robert & Jill Paddock
Luis A. Pagan-Carlo Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Carl Palmer
Parke Family Foundation
Edmond Parker
Robert Parris & Bradley Renner
Robert Parsons
Amy Patel
Dorothy Patton
Bohdan Pauk &  

Donald Carnahan
S. & Jolanta Peckus
Olga S. Peirce
Matthias Grosse Perdekamp
Caren Perlmuter
Adam Peterson

Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer
Lyneta Grap Piela
Chris & Michael Pope
Mrs. Charlene Posner &  

Mr. Richard Posner
Shelley T. Powell
Barry & Eunice Preston
Chris & Elizabeth Quigg
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Dr. & Mrs. Pradeep Rattan
Missy Ravid
Ross & Mary Read
James T. & Karen C. Reid
Alicia & Myron Resnick
Mary Jo Rice
Dr. & Mrs. Jared Robins
Gabriel & Beth Rodriguez
Anita Rogers
Kathy Rojina
Matthew Roob
Babette Rosenthal
Anna Rosenzweig
Dr. Marsha & Dr. Robert Rosner
Mrs. & Mr. Kay C. Rossiter
Barbara Ruben
Anthony & Charlotte Rusnak
John Ryan & Margaret Silliker
Louise Ryssmann
Carol Sonnenschein Sadow
Judith Sandstrom & Peter Kohn
JF Sarwark MD & Ann Herring
Gary Saunders
Robert & Mary Ann Savard
Patricia Schaefer
Thomas Schiller
Mrs. Rosita M. Schloss
Nancy Schmitt
Dean & Mary Schraufragel
Michelle H. Schultz MD
Edward & Irma Schwartz, 

Michael Schwartz, Lisa 
Schwartz, David Schwart

Arvin Scott
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Scully
Dr. Itai Seggev &  

Dr. Dara Goldman°
Laurence & Deborah Segil
Mrs. Betty Seid &  

Mr. Richard Seid
David Shapiro
Jane A. Shapiro
Myron & Beverly
Charlotte & James° Shea 
Christine Sheremeta
David Sherman

Eun Shim
Carolyn M. Short
Bill & Harlan Shropshire
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. 

Silberman
Michael Singleton
Donald Skoglund
Lydia Skurski
Arthur B. Smith, Jr. &  

Tracey L. Truesdale
Barbara Smith &  

Timothy Burroughs
Mr. Reeves E. Smith
David & Susan Snyder

Michael & Donna Socol
Dr. Keyoumars Solanti
Larry & Marge Sondler
Robert & Carole Sorensen
George Speck
Mark Stearns
Robert & Sandra Stein
Scott G. & Beth F. J. Stephenson 
James Stirling
James Stone
Christopher Straus
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Straus
Lorna Straus
Barbara Sturges
Susan C. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Taylor
John & Catherine Terdich
Cheryl L. Thaxton
Judith B. Thomas
Thomas B. Thuerer
Eleanor & William° Tippens
Diane Tkach & James Freundt
Joanne Tremulis
Rheal & Denise Turcotte
David Valkema
Elizabeth Van Ness
Marlene A. Van Skike
David & Lorraine Vander Ark

Dr. & Mrs. Eladio A. Vargas
A & T Vavasis Philanthropic 

Fund
Henrietta Vepstas
Raita Vilnins
John N. Vinci
Ms. Lidia B. Vitello
Mrs. Barbara Vlack
Robert & Camille Von Dreele
Stephen & Aida Wahmann
Ms. Lucinda Wakeman
Douglas & Priscilla Walter
Gary & Mary Walther
Louella Ward
Patricia Webb

Sevena & Erwin Weil
Richard & Karen Weiland
Susan & Arvin Weindruch
Tamra & Jack Weiss
Peter J. Wender
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis K. Wentz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wertz
Suzanne Westerhold
Patricia H. & William H. Wheeler
Denise Wilde
Harold & Benna Wilde
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams
Ruth Williams
James L. Wilson &  

Pamela D. Toler
Roger Wilson
Chuck & Sallie Wolf
Elizabeth & Raymond Wolf
Christopher & Julie Wood
Esther Yang
Susan & Larry Yellen
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Michael & Judy Zeddies
William Ziemann
Jack & Charlene Zimmerman
John Zimnie &  

Linda Lewis Zimnie

Due to space limitations, we are unable to list all of the generous donors who support Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every one who enables us to fulfill our mission. 
This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by August 8, 2025

°Deceased

I appreciate the excellence of Lyric 
performances and want to ensure that 
audiences in the future will be able to 
enjoy them and be enriched by them.”
Beverly C. 

“
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Gifts of $1,000 and above contributed in the name of a friend,  
loved one, or colleague are a unique expression of thoughtfulness.

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by August 8, 2025. °Deceased

IN MEMORY OF
Carl H. Albright
	 From Cynthia Albright

Lieselotte N. Betterman
	 From Kathleen Betterman

John R. Blair
	 From Barbara Blair

Willard J. Blix and Ursula S. Blix
	 From Petra Blix & Ben Gruber

Kay Bucksbaum
	 From Sylvia Neil & Daniel 

Fischel

David Carpenter
	 From Orit Carpenter

Lyn Corbett Fitzgerald
	 From Kieran, Desmond, & Mark 

Fitzgerald

Peggy Crowe
	 From Sylvia Neil & Daniel 

Fischel, Lisbeth Stiffel

Sir Andrew Davis
	 From Erika Gross, Hiromi 

Ishikawa, John Nelson, Sara 
S. Schumann & Steven C. 
Schumann, Gordon & Carole 
Segal, Mary & Larry Selander, 
Jack & Tamra Weiss 

Allan Drebin
	 From Howard & Judith McCue

Lois Dunn
	 From Kathleen Dunn

Maureen Glassberg
	 From Evelyn Alter

Chris Goodman
	 From Matthew Roob

Howard Gottlieb
	 From Sylvia Neil & Daniel 

Fischel

Barbara Gould 
	 From Evelyn Alter

Dietrich Gross
	 From Erika Gross,  

Lisbeth Stiffel

Daniel Groteke
	 From Patricia Taplick 

Jean W. Haider
	 From Donald Haider 

Edwin E. Hicks
	 From Gregory Tabaczynski

Howard E. Jessen & 
Susanne C. Jessen
	 From The Jessen Family 

William Laird Kleine-Ahlbrandt
	 From Sheila Hegy

Dr. Santos Ko
	 From Carl Palmer

George N. Kohler
	 From David Curry

Ardis Kranik
	 From the Estate of Dorothea 

Gruenerwald

Patricia Sawczak Kreider
	 From her loving husband  

Eldon Kreider

Florence D. McMillan
	 From Phoebe McMillan

Armida Melone
	 From Bernadette McCarthy

David J. Nelson
	 From Dolores Nelson 

Keith Olson
	 From Irmgard Olson

Peer & Sarah Pedersen
	 James & Elizabeth Bramsen 

Lisandro & Soledad Peña
	 From Jeordano Martinez

Ken Pigott
	 From Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon

Howard & Mary Robins
	 From the Estate of Mary Robins

Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron
	 From Andrea & Ethan Lathan

Tom Yu-Chern Su
	 From Sylvia Neil & Daniel 

Fischel

Helen D. Wallner
	 From Joseph & Elizabeth 

Wallner

Dr. Alan J. Ward, PHD ABPP
	 From Louella Ward

Richard H. Wehman
	 From Lisbeth Stiffel

Timothy M. Wendt
	 From Elizabeth Wendt Kellar

Richard Welcome
	 From Marcia Welcome 

Edward T. Zasadil
	 From Larry Simpson

IN HONOR OF
Michael Black
	 From Irene Pritzker 

John Coleman
	 From an anonymous donor

Lester Crown — on his 100th 
birthday! 

	 From John Byrne

Stephen Dunbar
	 From Tom Cleary

Audrey Fitzgerald
	 From Michael & Kimberly 

Moran 

Sonia Florian
	 From an anonymous donor

Mary Galvin
	 From The GGE Foundation

Karen Gray-Krehbiel
	 From Ronald and Christina 

Gidwitz, Penelope Steiner

Caroline & Charles Huebner
	 From Abby Funk

Elizabeth Hurley
	 From Harold & Benna Wilde 

Lori Julian
	 From an anonymous donor

Neil Kawashima
	 From Bill & Kathryn Tyree 

Theodore K.W. Luke
	 From Dorette Luke

Phil Lumpkin
	 From Helen Melchior

Bill Mason
	 From Marilyn Fites

Bill Miller
	 From Gerald Padbury

Suzanne Mulshine
	 From Nancy Searle

Sylvia Neil
	 From Patrick & Shirley Ryan

Sue Niemi
	 From Olga Pierce

Susan Oliver
	 From Patrick & Shirley Ryan

Sondra Radvanovsky
	 From Karen Clausen

Raymond & Harriet Resnick
	 From Bonnie Ross

Patrick & Shirley Ryan 
	 From Leigh & Henry Bienen 

Shirley Welsh Ryan
	 From Nancy Searle

Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.
	 From the Harold M. & Adeline 

S. Morrison Family Foundation

Mary Selander
	 From Abby Funk

Penelope Steiner
	 From Ginger Griffin, Robert W. 

Parris & Bradley Renner,  
Robert Levinson & Laura Sage 

Lisbeth Stiffel
	 From Abby Funk, R. & Karen 

Howell,  Charles & Caroline 
Huebner 

The Woman’s Board
	 From Karen Gray-Krehbiel & 

John Krehbiel

Commemorative gifts
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Artistic roster

The American Guild of Musical Artists, 
AFL-CIO (AGMA), is the union that 
represents the singers, dancers, actors, 
and staging personnel at Lyric Opera 
of Chicago.

SOPRANOS
Amanda Batista
Laura Benanti
Ellie Dehn 
Adia Evans
Renée Fleming
Karen Chia-Ling Ho
Alexandra Loutsion
Ana María Martínez
Sondra Radvanovsky
Alexandra Razskazoff
Gabriella Reyes
Emily Richter
Karah Son
Elena Stikhina
Jacquelyn Stucker
Kara Shay Thomson
Elena Villalón

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Tanja Ariane Baumgartner
Nozomi Kato
Sabina Kim
Daniela Mack
Catherine Martin
Yulia Matochkina
Cecilia Molinari
Alexis Peart
Zoie Reams
Camille Robles
Stephanie Sánchez

CONTRALTO
Lauren Decker

COUNTERTENOR
Ryan Belongie 
Key’mon W. Murrah

TENORS
SeokJong Baek
Zhengyi Bai
Brad Bickhardt
Bille Bruley
Ryan Capozzo
Daniel Luis Espinal
Cameo T. Humes
Evan LeRoy Johnson
Brandon Jovanovich
Anthony León
Brian Stokes Mitchell
Matthew Polenzani
Rodell Rosel
Cameron Schutza
Victor Starsky
Eric Taylor
Russell Thomas
Travon D. Walker

BARITONES
Aleksey Bogdanov
Alfredo Daza
Rod Gilfry
Sankara Harouna
Sihao Hu
Quinn Kelsey
Zachary Nelson
Ian Rucker
Hugh Russell
Finn Sagal
Daniel Scofield
Luke Sutliff

BASS-BARITONES
Nicholas Brownlee
Federico De Michelis
Jongwon Han
Christopher Humbert, Jr.
Benjamin R. Sokol
Alfred Walker

BASS
Scott Conner
Christopher Filipowicz

CONDUCTORS
Rob Fisher 
Domingo Hindoyan
Roberto Kalb
Enrique Mazzola 
Tomáš Netopil

DIRECTORS
Julia Burbach
Michael Cavanagh
Lorena Maza
Peter McClintock
David McVicar
Elijah Moshinsky
Matthew Ozawa
Roy Rallo

CHORUS DIRECTOR
Michael Black

CHOREOGRAPHERS & 
MOVEMENT DIRECTORS
Andrew George
Jo Meredith
Emily Piercy
August Tye

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Melanie Bacaling
Jonathon Loy

FIGHT DIRECTORS 
Chuck Coyl
Samantha Kaufman
Andrew Rathgeber
Denise Serna
Sheryl Williams
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Lyric staff
Artistic Operations & 
Administration
Stephanie Karr, Vice President, 

Artistic Operations & 
Administration

Katharine Gunnink,  
Director of Company Management

Sarah Cohn, Manager,  
Music Administration

Annika Donnen, 
Managing Librarian

Markie Gray,  
Artistic Finance Manager 

Christine Janicki, 
Orchestra Personnel Manager

Kevin Krasinski, Manager,  
Artistic Operations & Systems

Jeffrey Jauch, Department Lead, 
Company Management

Leo Barnard
Jovon Eborn,  

Company Management Assistants

RYAN OPERA CENTER
Matthew Ozawa,  

Chief Artistic Officer
Dan Novak, Vice President and 

Director, Ryan Opera Center, 
The Ryan Opera Center Board 
Endowed Chair

Craig Terry, Music Director, The 
Jannotta Family Endowed Chair

Julia Faulkner, Director of Vocal 
Studies

Logan Skirm, Manager

LYRIC UNLIMITED – LEARNING 
& CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Matthew Ozawa,  

Chief Artistic Officer
Jill LeCesne Potter, Senior Director, 

Learning Programs
Sheran Goodspeed Keyton, 

Director of Civic Engagement
Elise LaBarge, Learning Programs 

Manager
Anthony Jones, Audience Programs 

Associate

ADVANCEMENT
Elizabeth Hurley, 

Deputy General Director and 
Chief Advancement Officer

Lawrence DelPilar, Senior Director, 
Development 

Gracie Denton Echales, 
Development Associate

Development 
Anna Mattson, Vice President, 

Development 
Scott Podraza, Senior Director, 

Development
Bryan Hulscher, Senior Philanthropy 

Officer, Institutional Partnerships
Kendria Perry-Madden,  

Senior Philanthropy Officer
Claire Ryan, CFRE, Director, 

Development Operations
Patrick Rybarczyk,  

Senior Philanthropy Officer 
Paul D. Sprecher,  

Senior Philanthropy Officer
Sarah Sullivan, Senior Philanthropy 

Officer
Bridget Brazeau, Philanthropy 

Officer

Kassandra Hernandez, Development 
Operations Manager

Meggie Keiser, Associate Director, 
Donor Engagement

Tara Lenardi, Grants Manager 
Leta Mumgaard,  

Manager, Board of Directors 
Griffin Scott, Coordinator, Donor 

Engagement
Margaret Smith, Coordinator, 

Donor Services
Kenni Ther, Coordinator, Donor 

Services

Mike Biver, Senior Director of  
Gift Planning 

Jonathan P. Siner, Senior Director of  
the Ardis Krainik Society

Allison VerSteegh, 
Manager, Events

Will Ellis, Associate, Boards 
(Women’s Board and Ryan Opera 
Center Board)

Jonah Levi-Paesky, Associate, 
Volunteer Boards and Engagement 
(Guild Board, Chapters, and Lyric 
Young Professionals)

Ryan Morgan, Special Events 
Associate

Angela Valentino, Coordinator, 
Boards and Events

Stefan Peters, Maître d’

Marketing and 
Communications
Bradley Dunn, Vice President, 

Marketing and Communications

Tracy Galligher Young, Senior 
Director, Marketing and 
Audience Development

Brittany Gonzalez Camuy,  
Director of Group Sales and 
Partnerships

Elisabeth Madeja, Director of Sales 
& Advertising

Michael Musick,  
Director of Digital Marketing

Tasha James, Marketing Manager, 
Discover Lyric Programs 

Samantha Berger,  
Manager of Website Content and 
Digital Experience

Jessica Pedroza, Marketing Project 
Manager

Kitty Schwartz, Digital Marketing 
Manager, Fundraising 

Gavyne Stich, Marketing Manager, 
Data & Analysis

Jake Friend, Manager, Art Direction 
& Visual Identity 

Kendall Hicks, Group Sales & 
Partnership Associate 

Victoria Pizzuto, Marketing 
Associate, Advertising & 
Promotions 

Michael Solomon,  
Director of Media Relations

David Zivan, Lead Writer & Editor 
Alana Guggenheim,  

Public Relations Manager
Amanda Reitenbach, Manager  

of Social Media and Content
Andrew Cioffi,  

Digital Content Producer
Shannan Moore,  

Digital Marketing Associate

Janie Ragsdale, Marketing and 
Public Relations Coordinator

Gregg Brody, Box Office Director

Alexandros Chatziapostolou 
Richard Diver
Joseph Dunn
David Fitzgerald
Destiny Mack
Matthew Maggiore
Jessica Reinhart
Allan Waite
Laura Waters, 

Box Office Assistant Treasurers

Ticketing Department/ 
Audience Services
Susan Harrison Niemi, Senior 

Director of Audience Services
Regina Ceragioli, Sales Manager, 

Customer Service & Call Center 
River Donnelly, Manager, Tessitura 

& Ticketing 
Celia Williams, Manager,  

VIP Ticketing and Inventory

Zachary Adams
Marnie Baylouny
Kathy Butera
Stephen Clark
Colin Commager
Hannah Cremin
Madeline Curtin
Toby Everhart
Sophia Formella 
Wesley Jones
Maria Kluber
Laura Osterlund
Eric Perrine
Joseph Ryan
Ryan Saladin
Avery Sujkowski
Danielle Vallandigham 

Ticket Staff

ADMINISTRATION 
Vincente F. Milianti,  

Chief Financial and Operating 
Officer 

Finance
Whitney Bercek, Controller
LaToya Bowen, Senior Treasury 

Analyst
Erin Johnson, Director of Financial 

Planning & Analysis
Justin Mascarenas, Assistant 

Controller 
Idalia Andrade,  

Accounts Payable Manager
Faye Eisenberg, Staff Accountant
Zachary Kurzenberger, Senior 

Financial Analyst
Angela Coleman,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Eddy Hadzimuratovic,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Celia Hernandez, Financial Analyst

People & Culture
Jennifer E. Boyd, Vice President,  

People & Culture
Joshua Carroll, Director, 

Environmental Health, Safety, 
and Compliance

Dawn Cerrito, Payroll Director 

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
John Mangum, 

General Director, President  
& CEO, The Women’s Board 
Endowed Chair

Enrique Mazzola,  
Music Director, The John D. and 
Alexandra C. Nichols Endowed 
Chair

Elizabeth Hurley, 
Deputy General Director and 
Chief Advancement Officer

Vincente F. Milianti,  
Chief Financial and  
Operating Officer

Matthew Ozawa,  
Chief Artistic Officer

Jennifer E. Boyd, Vice President,  
People & Culture 

Bradley Dunn, Vice President, 
Marketing and Communications

Stephanie Karr, Vice President, 
Artistic Operations & 
Administration 

Anna Mattson, Vice President, 
Development 

Andreas Melinat, 
Vice President, Artistic Planning

Dan Novak, Vice President and 
Director, Ryan Opera Center, 
The Ryan Opera Center Board 
Endowed Chair

Will Raj, Vice President,  
Information Technology

Michael Smallwood,  
Vice President, Production and 
Technical Director, Allan and 
Elaine Muchin Endowed Chair

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL 
DIRECTOR
John Mangum,  

General Director, President  
& CEO, The Women’s Board 
Endowed Chair 

Erika Senase, Executive Assistant, 
Offices of the General and Music 
Directors

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR
Elizabeth Hurley, Deputy General  

Director and Chief Advancement 
Officer

ARTISTIC
Matthew Ozawa, 
Chief Artistic Officer
Michael Black, Chorus Director and 

Head of Music, The Howard A. 
Stotler Chorus Director Endowed 
Chair

Artistic Planning
Andreas Melinat, Vice President, 

Artistic Planning
Jeremy Johnson, Manager,  

Artistic Planning
Evamaria Wieser,  

Casting Consultant 
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Charity Franco, Manager, 
People & Culture 
Operations

Yolanda Sappington,  
Payroll Analyst 

John Dorn, Union and 
Payroll Benefits Associate

Camilla Fernandez, Talent 
Management Associate 

Kristy Le, Employee 
Engagement Coordinator

Megan St. John, Director, 
Venue & Guest Services

Lena Sneed, 
House Manager

Richard Berry, 
Coat Check Attendant

Paulette Alonzi
David Barcena
Dominic Bialecki
Chenise Brown 
Nila Cabrejos Lau
Daro Cook
Chaurita Davis
Nathalea Espinosa
Matthew Furjanic
Sharon Gaston
Ramona Hawkins
Gina Jacobs
Marlyn Love
Jacob Malkinson
Lonnie Mitchell
Steven Pace
Ana Luisa Décaro Pinto
Eduard Pulst
Jazmin Reynoso
John Rosenthal
Edwina Schorn
Mary Thomas
Adam Wang,  

Ushers

TJ Gordon, 
Concessions Manager

David Jaworski, Assistant 
Concessions Manager

John Ambrose
Alyssa Bisanz
Katherine Ciesla
Joshua Galan
Sylvia Hernandez
David Jaworski
Anne Kuntz
Ashley Manley
Ramon Alex Perez
Julia Pestrikova
Juliet Smith
Anthony Sullivan
Benjamin Tengowski
Felipe Valadez
Lindsey Wolfeld 

Bartenders/Barbacks 

David Jaworski
Ramon Alex Perez
Benjamin Tengowski
Felipe Valadez 

Porters

Patrick Dowling,  
Head of Security

Timothy Fox
Taylor Zorn 

Patron Services 
Coordinators 

Esteban Alegria 
Joe Doner
Cesar Galan
Collin Harvey
David Jaworski
Ellen Pomes
Emmanuel Stewart
Cameren Truelove 

Stage Door Staff

Information Technology
Will Raj, Vice President,  

Information Technology
Eric Hayes, Senior Director, 

IT Operations
Rita Parida, Senior Director, 

Data Services
Bill Anderson, Senior 

Systems Administrator
Bob Helmuth, Systems 

Administrator
Jessica Keener, Systems 

Analyst
Michael Pierce, Technology 

Support Specialist
James Webb, Junior 

Technology Support 
Associate

TECHNICAL & 
PRODUCTION
Vincente F. Milianti, Chief 

Financial and Operating 
Officer

Michael Smallwood,
	 Vice President, 

Production and Technical 
Director, The Allan and 
Elaine Muchin Endowed 
Chair

Facilities 
John Yelen, Senior Director 

of Facilities 

Joe Minogue,  
Chief Engineer

Michael LaPorte,  
Lead Engineer 

Phillip Casica 
Anthony Fasano
Brian Laurence McMahon
Bernard McNeela
Kevin O’Keefe
Thomas Setina
Eric Zawaski 

Engineers 

Technical
April Busch, Technical  

Operations Director
Maria DeFabo Akin,  

Production Design 
Director

Scott Wolfson, Associate  
Technical Director

Brendan Henry, Technical 
Finance Manager 

Kathryn Johnson, Associate 
Properties Director 

Chris Maravich, Lighting 
Director, Mary-Louise 
and James S. Aagaard 
Lighting Director  
Endowed Chair

Benjamin McCormack,  
Assistant Technical 
Director

Sarah Riffle
Bridget Williams
	 Assistant Lighting 

Designers

Joe Dockweiler,  
Master Carpenter

Mike Reilly, Head Flyman/
Automation

Chris Barker
Robert Hull, Jr.
Connor Ingersoll
Chase Torringa, Rigging/

Automation Assistants
Phil Marcotte, Head Shop 

Carpenter
Brian Grenda, Layout 

Carpenter
Drew Trusk, Head Shop 

Welder
Luigi Trupiano, Layout 

Welder
Dan DiBennardi, 

Warehouse Coordinator
Dan Donahue
Ryan McGovern
Jeffrey Streichhirsch, 

Assistant Carpenters
Anthony Bernardy
John Ingersoll
Aiden McGovern
Rory McQuillan
Dylan O’Shea
Tyler Gil Ramos
Jacob Sullivan
Brian Walsh
Isaiah Williams 

Carpenters 

Anthony Coia,  
Master Electrician

Soren Ersbak,  
Board Operator

Jose Villalpando,  
Titles Operator

John Clarke, Jr.
Thomas Hull
Dan Kuh
Robert Reynolds 

Assistant Electricians
Martin Childress 
Jason Combs
Thomas Fernandez
Nicholas Gutierrez
Daniel Hull
Jose Villalpando
Daniel Vuillaume 

Electricians 

Nick Charlan,  
Head Audio Technician

Matt Eble, FOH Engineer 
Asiel Simpson
Matt Swiatkowski 

Monitor Engineers 

 Bob Ladd,  
Property Master

Bob Hartge
Gordon Granger,  

Prop Carpenter
Frank McPartlin, Armorer
Rachel Boultinghouse, 

Upholsterer

Kevin McPartlin
Ian Scarlato 
Taylor Torringa 

Assistant Properties
Joshua Dobbins 
John Kopecky
Ryan Lin-Peistrup
Michael O’Donnell, Jr.
Johnny Rivers
Drew Scafidi
James Ullrich 

Properties 

Michael Besancon,  
Charge Artist

Michael Murtaugh 
Scenic Artist 

Alyssa Mohn,  
Scenic Artist Apprentice

Kim Buetzow, Costume  
Director, The Richard  
P. and Susan Kiphart  
Endowed Chair

Lucy Lindquist,  
Wardrobe Mistress

Lauren Crotty 
Ellouise Davis
Nina Escobedo
Molly Herman
M. Kate Keefe Marcheschi
Cecylia Kinder
Bryan McDonald
Kathy Rubel
Herbie Ruiz
Marguerite Scott
Ewa Szylak
Michelle Tan
Maggie Zabierowski 

Costumers

Katelynn Barker
Louie Barrios
Samantha Holmes
Krystina Lowe
Joanna Rzepka
Sarah Santiago
Kate Shattock 
Isaac B. Turner 

Production Administrators

Samantha Holmes,  
Wardrobe Crew Head 

Brigid Brown
Lauren Crotty
Nina Escobedo
Eric Guy
Dawn-Marie Hamilton
Mary Luchsinger
Wendy McCay
Moira O’Neil
Christopher Provyn

Sarah Santiago
Dulce Santillán
Roger Weir 

Dressers 

John Metzner, Wig and Makeup 
Designer, The Marlys A. 
Beider Endowed Chair

Necole Bluhm,  
Department Coordinator

Lynn Koroulis, Shop Manager 

Brittany Powers, Wig and 
Makeup Crew Foreman

Katrina Brown
Davis Campbell
Martha Contreras
Krista D’Agostino
Eric Daniels
June Gearon
Nesrin Ismail
Nini Jenkins
Chantelle Johnson
Lauren Mateling
Megan Pirtle
Liv Roach
Alice Salazar
Melanie Saso
Jessica Scheithe
Rachel Stiles 

Wig & Makeup Run Crew

Davis Campbell
Colin Grice 
Chantelle Johnson
Lynn Koroulis
Katie Kurz
James Ogle
Jessica Scheithe 

Wig Shop Staff

Production 
Rachel A. Tobias, Production 

Stage Manager 

Katrina Bachus 
Jordan Lee Braun
Adam Da Ros 

Assistant Stage Directors

Alaina Bartkowiak
Sandra Moore 

Stage Managers

Adrienne Bader
Alaina Bartkowiak
Alycia Martin
Sandra Moore
Tommy Novak
Daniel Sokalski
Peggy Stenger
Amy C. Thompson 

Assistant Stage Managers

Local 2: Stagehands

Local 476: Studio Mechanics

Local 769: Theatrical Wardrobe

Local USA 829 of the IATSE is 
the union representing scenic, 
costume, lighting, sound 
and projection designers 
in Live Performance

769



The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center 
identifies exceptionally talented emerging artists 
from around the world and provides them with 
comprehensive training and performance opportunities. 
On the world’s stages, the Center’s impressive roster of 
alumni continually proves the value of training at Lyric.

Front row, l to r:  Emily Richter, Chi-Yuan Lin, Marinette Gomez, Gemma DeCetra, Adia Evans, Michael Banwarth, Finn Sagal, Alexis Peart
Back row, l to r:  Camille Robles, Travon D. Walker, Benjamin R. Sokol, Christopher Humbert, Jr., Sihao Hu, Daniel Luis Espinal, Sankara Harouna
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The 2025/26 Ryan Opera 
Center Ensemble 

Sopranos
Adia Evans
Emily Richter

Mezzo-sopranos
Alexis Peart
Camille Robles

Tenors
Daniel Luis Espinal
Travon D. Walker

Baritones
Sankara Harouna
Sihao Hu
Finn Sagal

Bass-baritones
Christopher Humbert, Jr. 
Benjamin R. Sokol

Conductor
Chi-Yuan Lin

Pianist
Michael Banwarth

Stage Director
Marinette Gomez

Stage Manager
Gemma DeCetra



Ryan Opera
Center
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PROGRAM STAFF

Ryan Opera Center alumni 
around the world

Chris Reynolds 
(2020-23)
Fedora 
Deutsche Oper Berlin

J’Nai Bridges 
(2012-15)
Carmen
Teatro Real (Madrid)

THIS SEASON

Administration
Dan Novak
	 Director, The Ryan Opera Center 

Board Endowed Chair

Craig Terry
	 Music Director,
	 The Jannotta Family  

Endowed Chair

Julia Faulkner
	 Director of Vocal Studies

Logan Skirm
	 Manager

Annika Donnen
	 Managing Librarian

Faculty
Julia Faulkner
	 Vocal Instruction,
	 Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan 

Opera Center Vocal Studies 
Program Endowment

Deborah Birnbaum
Renée Fleming
Enrique Mazzola
Gerald Martin Moore
Russell Thomas
	 Guest Master Artists

William C. Billingham
Alan Darling
Laurann Gilley
Susan Miller Hult
Noah Lindquist
Celeste Rue
Eric Weimer
	 Coaching Staff

Isabelle Druc
Julia Savoie Klein
Derek Matson
Morgan Stinson
Alessandra Visconti
	 Foreign Language Instruction

Paul Curran
Peter McClintock
	 Acting and Movement  

Instruction

Orit Carpenter
Beth Clayton
	 Performance Psychology

Katrina Bachus
Louisa Muller
Rachel A. Tobias
	 Production Mentors

Artistic/Production Personnel
Enrique Mazzola
Donald Paulmbo
	 Conductors

Keturah Stickann
	 Director

Peggy Stenger
	 Stage Manager

Anthony Reed
(2019-22)
Il viaggio a Reims
Opera Philadelphia
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Contact us at
groupsales@lyricopera.org      312.827.5720      lyricopera.org/groupsales

Opera is 
better with
friends.
Bring your group of 10
or more and save up to 
20% on tickets.

Photo: Kyle Flubacker
Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, United Airlines, 
and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council.

2025/26 Presenting Season Sponsor

lyricopera.org/lyp

lyricopera.org/next

Wanted: Opera-curious networkers for 
$35 tickets and access to special events.

$25 tickets for college students.

Photos: Kyle Flubacker

NEXT
Lyric Young
Professionals



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  68

Beyond the stage, and beyond the boundaries  
that often define opera companies, Lyric 
is igniting creativity across Chicago. 
Through innovative learning opportunities, 
creative exploration, and artist and scholar 
residencies, Lyric, with your support, 
encourages students, educators, families, 
audiences, and Chicagoans from  
neighborhoods across the city to share their 
voices and embrace the power of opera as 
a catalyst for growth and change.

Field trips to Lyric’s free Student Dress Rehearsals make for educational adventures.
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Lyric 
Unlimited: 
Learning 
and Civic 
Engagement
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From Classroom to Curtain Call 

“I never tire of watching students walk into the opera 
house for the first time. Their eyes widen, they pause for 
photos, they laugh, and they smile,” says Elise LaBarge, 
Learning Programs Manager for Lyric Unlimited, the 
company’s learning and creative engagement division. 
One way Lyric Unlimited shares the magic of opera with 
young audiences is through the Student Dress Rehearsals 
program. 
	 The program offers free tickets for Lyric dress 
rehearsals to all students grades 6-12, inviting young 
people to experience the magic of opera as they watch 
Lyric’s extraordinary artists prepare for an exciting run 
during a fully orchestrated and staged performance. 

	 These field trips are also an immersive way for 
students to learn about the art form and see firsthand 
how opera comes together. From watching the tech 
table set up during a show, to learning that singers may 
choose not to use full voice, or the possibility of a start and 
stop, students have the opportunity to experience all the 
intricacies of a working professional dress rehearsal. 
	 During the 2025/26 Season, middle and high school 
students (grades 6-12) are invited to experience Così fan tutte, 
Madama Butterfly, and El último sueño de Frida y Diego.  
This season’s dress rehearsals for Medea, Cavalleria rusticana 
& Pagliacci, and Salome are recommended for high schoolers 
(grades 9-12), due to their mature content and themes. 

Attending a dress rehearsal can spark a lifelong love of the performing arts.

By Janie Ragsdale

Lyric Unlimited’s free Student Dress Rehearsals program brings young 

audiences to the opera house 
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	 Organizers at Lyric also ensure the program aligns 
with curricular goals. Student Dress Rehearsals includes 
Behind the Curtain, a complimentary in-school experience 
for classes who plan on attending a dress rehearsal. Prior 
to visiting the opera, the classrooms receive a visit from a 
professional Lyric teaching artist who leads an engaging 
45-minute session, where students are introduced to the 
storyline, key themes, musical highlights, and other elements 
of the production. By offering students an introduction 
to opera before they arrive, the program minimizes any 
intimidating aspects of attending opera for the first time, and 
helps students feel comfortable and welcome as they step 
into the splendor of the Lyric Opera House, ready to enjoy, 
understand, process, and discuss opera on a deeper level.

The learning does not stop when students leave the opera 
house. Beyond introducing students to a new art form, 
attending dress rehearsals allows students to see a part 
of themselves in the art onstage. Lyric Unlimited provides 
educators with reflection questions to facilitate post-show 
discussion with students, which can spark important 
conversations, from exploring love and jealousy in 
Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci, to examining gender roles 
in Così fan tutte, to reckoning with cultural stereotypes in 
Madama Butterfly, and much more.
	 Everyone deserves the opportunity to experience 
live performance and discover the magic of opera. Lyric 
believes this is especially important for young people, 
and is dedicated to equitable access to the Student Dress 
Rehearsals program by providing bus scholarships to CPS 
and Big Shoulders schools across the city. 

	 “This program matters — not only to the students, but 
to the future of opera itself,” notes John Mangum, Lyric’s 
General Director, President & CEO. “When we open our 
doors to young audiences, we are not just filling seats. 
We are planting seeds. Seeds of creativity, of cultural 
awareness, of deep listening and feeling. Seeds that will 
grow into tomorrow’s performers, patrons, and passionate 
advocates for the opera.” 

In the 2024/25 Season,  Lyric welcomed more than 
1,733 students from 23 schools and also provided 35 bus 
scholarships to offset transportation costs. Lyric plans to 
expand the program in the 2025/26 Season, with a goal of 
doubling the number of students who participate in the 
Student Dress Rehearsals program. 
	 As students take their seats at dress rehearsals this 
season, the future of the art form — and of Lyric — fills the 
opera house. As the curtain raises and the performance 
begins, students experience a moment of wonder that 
opens them up to a world of possibilities they may have 
never experienced otherwise.
	 LaBarge has seen the program’s impact on 
students firsthand, noticing not just first-timers in 
the opera house this past season, but more returning 
students. “These students are just as excited, but they 
walk through the lobby with a sense of familiarity. 
During intermisison, they compare last year’s opera 
to this year’s opera,” she shares. “My hope is that they 
are growing in their sense of belonging in Chicago’s 
broader cultural community, and that they know that 
this is, indeed, their opera house.”  

Comedies are especially popular with the younger set. 
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What is your role here at Lyric — and what do you 
like about it?
I raise significant funds for mainstage productions and special 
projects (like the theatre seat renovation and the Crowe Glass 
Curtain). The exciting part is nurturing deep relationships with 
extraordinarily interesting and generous patrons of the arts — and 
connecting them with the wild world of opera.

What was your path to working at Lyric?
Unexpected — especially since I come from a family of Chicago 
police (dad, uncle, and four cousins). But I have been in the 
development field for more than 30 years. I started at Lyric in my 
20s — under the leadership of Ardis Krainik — as the Telefund 
Director, which was invaluable for learning the fundamentals of 
fundraising. I’ve always been very upfront about this: I’m attracted to 
organizations going through change. When I heard the Grant Park 
Music Festival was moving to the new Pritzker Pavilion, I left to lead 
that shop. Then I ran a capital campaign for a new building at Sacred 
Heart Schools, and then came a call out of the blue from my first boss 
at Lyric, who had landed at the Art Institute of Chicago; the museum 
was building the brand new Modern Wing. That work was really 
intellectually rewarding; I needed to be able to talk about art across 
the centuries. After some time, I began to see Renée Fleming’s face all 
over the city. I had continued going to the opera here and there, but I 
noticed a renewed energy at Lyric. An opportunity arose and I came 
back, starting my second tour of duty working closely with the Ryan 
Opera Center. Will Liverman and J’nai Bridges were in the Ensemble 
then — one of the many examples of I knew them when. I loved it.  

What do you like about working in the arts?
I was the kid chosen last in gym in grammar school (I’m smart, but 
I can’t throw a ball) and found my little corner of the universe in the 
arts, namely theater. I was a brilliant Hamlet in 6th grade. At Lyric, I’m 
able to be close to the magic and the awe-inspiring artists — onstage, 
offstage, in the pit — that make it all happen, and earn a living on the 
admin side. I continue to be deeply grateful to have a career in the arts.

Have you had a favorite moment at Lyric?
Renée Fleming’s 1993 Lyric debut in Susannah. I will never forget 
her climbing a ladder to sit on a rooftop to sing “Ain’t it a pretty 
night” in a field of stars.

Is there a Lyric production that you are particularly 
proud of?
The 1991/92 Season’s world premiere of David Hockney’s Turandot. 
It’s a grand spectacle in bold, vibrant colors with glorious music, and 
I remember being proud working for the company that made it.

Beyond opera, what are your other passions?
I’ve been a huge theatre fan for over 40 years — from storefront 
Chicago to Broadway and beyond. I have a badge of honor for 
having seen Tom Stoppard’s The Coast of Utopia at Lincoln Center. 
The entire experience was 12 hours long — it’s like doing the 
Ring. Highlights include Bette Midler in Hello, Dolly! and Glenda 
Jackson in Three Tall Women on Broadway. Here in Chicago, a 
great Chicago actress, Mary Beth Fisher. I’ve been following her 
forever. And, spending time with my labradoodle. Dogs are very 
special gifts from God.  

People of Lyric
	  A behind-the-scenes conversation

When did you start at Lyric? 
1990 to 1999, returned in 2012. 

First opera you saw live?
Madama Butterfly, during a student matinee at Lyric.  

Favorite performer? 
Can’t pick one! Currently: Asmik Grigorian, in 
a transcendent production of Suor Angelica in 
Salzburg; and Lisette Oropesa in Lyric’s Daughter 
of the Regiment. Both are the full package: gifted 
vocal artistry with fierce acting chops — they bare 
their souls (or in Lisette’s case — her comedy).

Favorite Chicago spot?
Simon’s in Andersonville. One of the best dive bars.

Lawrence DelPilar
Senior Director of Development

To
d

d
 R

o
se

n
b

e
rg




